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 PRAYER       

TO SAINT    

MICHAEL THE          

A RCHANGEL  

Saint Michael the 

Archangel, defend 

us in battle, be our     

safeguard against 

the wickedness and 

snares of the devil; 

may God rebuke 

him, we humbly 

pray and do you,     

O Prince of the    

Heavenly Host,      

by the power of 

God, cast into hell 

Satan and all the evil 

spirits who prowl 

about the world 

seeking the ruin of 

souls. Amen           

St Michael the Archangel, 

A Warrior for Today 

In Honour of the Angels 
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        The CONGREGATION of SAINT MICHAEL the ARCHANGEL (CSMA) 

CSMA 21st General Chapter 
 

Every 6 years, the Provincial Superiors and delegates of the Congregation of St 

Michael the Archangel from all the Michaelite Provinces around the globe, gather 

for their General Chapter. This year they will meet up again in Poland on 14th  – 

30th April for the 21st Chapter in the history of CSMA. During this time, in a 

prayerful atmosphere, we elect the Superior General and his Council. There is 

also time for reflection and evaluation of the Congregation’s faithfulness to the 

charism; the continuation of the patrimony of the Founder; contemporary issues 

concerning the apostolate and mission of Michaelites and finally, a program for 

pastoral involvement and spiritual growth for the next 6 years is outlined.  
 

It is an important time in the life of the Congregation and we ask you for your 

continued prayers and spiritual support for all those who will journey there and 

be a part of this special time. 

D 
ear Friends,  
We are celebrating again the Feast of Divine 

Mercy which is the most important form of 

acknowledgement and appreciation of God’s 

Mercy towards His creation. This feast this Sunday gives us 

a special opportunity for praising God in the mystery of His 

unfathomable Mercy as well as an opportunity for Him to 

shed His Graces and Treasures upon us. With just celebrat-

ing Easter, the connection between the two feasts is very 

clear: the Redemptive mystery of Jesus’ Passion and the 

mystery of God’s Mercy. This connection is further empha-

sised with the novena which commences on Good Friday  

leading to Divine Mercy Sunday.  

“I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for 

all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the 

very depths of my tender mercy are open. I pour out a 

whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the 

fountain of my mercy.” Jesus to St Faustina Kowalska, from Divine 

Mercy in my soul. 
 

This year, along with the wish of the Holy Father, Pope 

Francis, in his inauguration of the Jubilee Year of Mercy, we 

pray that each and everyone of us will “experience a moment of grace and     

spiritual renewal.” Let us respond to the gift of indulgences offered to those who 

visit the Gates of Mercy at the holy sites appointed in our dioceses, so that as 

the Holy Father wishes, we could “fruitfully come closer to our Merciful Father, 

having been assured that his forgiveness is extended throughout the whole life  

of the faithful person.”         Fr Janusz Bieniek CSMA 
 

 Blessings to all for the Easter Season  

Jesus I trust in You 



The two heroes for youth  

Bl Bronislaw Markiewicz & St Don Bosco 

honoured together in Horsley Park 

In the fall of 1885, Blessed Bronislaw Markiewicz 

left Poland to travel to Italy. When he arrived in 

Turin, he met John Bosco, who  welcomed him 

with open arms and said to him: “I’ve been 

waiting a long time for you.” So, Don Bosco (as 

commonly known), introduced Bronislaw 

Markiewicz to the Salesian Rule, the mission 

being the education of the poor and abandoned 

youth. Bronislaw entered the Salesians and on the 

day of his profession, at the holy Founder's (John 

Bosco) request, committed himself with an 

additional vow, to remain faithful to the Rule. 

Bronislaw became a Salesian in 1887 and Don 

Bosco continued to direct him spiritually. On 

January 31,1888, Don Bosco rendered his soul    

to God. Bronislaw's task was to perform pastoral 

services in Turin, but he was soon struck by 

tuberculosis. He returned to Poland in1892 as a 

Salesian and dedicated himself to the poor and 

abandoned Polish youth. 
 

Ten years ago, my General Superior, Fr Kazimierz 

Radzik, sent me to Australia to support our 

Michaelite Fathers in their pastoral work. Four 

years ago, we asked Cardinal George Pell to give 

to our care, another parish in the Archdiocese of 

Sydney. He offered us several parishes to 

consider, and one of them was Our Lady of 

Victories Horsley Park.   
 

I remember that it was the Feast of St John 

Bosco. When we came into the church, I was 

amazed at the architecture and immediately I saw 

the statue of John Bosco with St Dominic Savio.   

I felt quite at home at that moment. When our 

Local Superior, Fr Janusz Bieniek asked me later: 

“Do you want to stay here and begin the pastoral 

work as a Michaelite?” I felt sure that God was 

sending me to this parish. Today, I am very proud 

to work with this community and share our 

Michaelites 

charism.      
 

Last year, Mr 

Mark Caruana, 

the president 

of the Pupils of 

Don Bosco in 

Sydney, came 

to me and 

asked me to 

organize the 

feast for Don 

Bosco during 

our parish 

Mass. I told 

him that we 

would celebrate the feast of Bl Markiewicz on that 

day. I suggested that we join these two feasts 

together, because Bronislaw Markiewicz is “the 

spiritual son” of Don Bosco. He was the first 

Salesian who came from Italy to Poland. So, the 

two heroes of youth were celebrated together, in 

Australia, at Horsley Park. On the 31st of January 

2016, we honoured, for the first time, both saints 

as Michaelite Fathers who belong to the Greater 

Celebrating the Feasts of  St John Bosco & Blessed Markiewicz      
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Fr Dominik Karnas, Parish Priest at              
Our Lady of Victories, Horsley Park 
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Salesian Family, one of 30 officially- recognised 

groups of the Salesian Family of Don Bosco. We 

joined with the members and friends of the 

Maltese Past Pupils & Friends and the Don Bosco 

Association. The statue of Don Bosco was placed 

to the side of the altar, in a more prominent position 

together  with a framed picture of Blessed Bronislaw 

Markiewicz.  Fr Carmelo Sciberras, who is the 

chaplain of the pupils, preached and emphasized 

during his homily that even today the education 

system of Don Bosco is still relevant for our youth. 

Also, Fr Claude Borg, former Parish Priest, prayed 

with us on this important occasion A procession 

with the statue  took place on the parish grounds 

followed by refreshments at Marion Hall. Thanks  

be to God and to all those who assisted in making this 

celebration a unique historic occasion, which we 

hope augurs well for the future.   

    Fr Dominik Karnas, CSMA 

Founder of the Michaelites 

30 January 2016 was the Feast of our beloved Founder,     

Blessed Bronislaw Markiewicz. Over the weekend Masses, we 

thanked God for the gift of Bl Markiewicz and his great works for  

orphan children and neglected youth. We pray for the canonization 

of Bl Markiewicz and for  all Michaelite Fathers, Brothers and      

Sisters working all over the world - for their dedication and commit-

ment in continuing the charism of the Congregation, for the benefit 

of the church and ultimately, for the greater Glory of God. At all 

masses in all parishes, Bl Markiewicz prayer cards were handed 

out. Let us be inspired by his motto:                                                                       

“God above all” 

Great Master of Youth 
 

St John Bosco is well 

known across the globe 

as the founder of the 

Salesian Order. He was 

the educator of St Dom-

inic Savio, one of the 

youngest canonized 

saints in the church.  
 

Hailed as one of the 

greatest teachers of his 

time, St John Bosco, or    

affectionately known to 

many as Don Bosco, viewed education as the 

means to help Christian youth find their place in 

corporate society. He was the master of classroom 

management, good discipline rooted in liberty, and 

a strong Catholic identity. For Don Bosco, interper-

sonal relationships were his primary approach 

when reaching children. He advised many of his 

teachers to take this approach with the children 

under their care. He was the first priest to intro-

duce daily reception of Holy Communion into 

boarding schools. When asked by his students 

how one could live a long and healthy life, his  

maxim consisted of four things: always have a 

clear conscience, moderation in eating, live an    

active life, and surround yourself with good       

companions. He is the Patron of youth, boys and 

editors. One of his sayings was: 
 

Without confidence and love, there can be no true 

education. If you want to be loved…you must love 

yourselves, and make your children feel that you 

love them.” 

St John Bosco pray for us. 



Installation day of Fr Jacek Kokosa        

as Parish Priest 

On St Valentine’s Feast Day 14 February 2016,   

we celebrated a special day in our Parish. Bishop 

Peter Comensoli of the Broken Bay Diocese came 

and officially installed Fr Jacek Kokosa csma as 

our Parish Priest and blessed our new Shrine and 

reflection garden. Also present on the day was 

Bishop Michael Malone, Michaelite Provincial 

Superior Fr Janusz Bieniek, Local  Superior Fr Stan 

Kluk, priests from the Central Coast and not 

forgetting many parishioners from Terrigal and 

some Sydney parishes where the Michaelite 

Fathers are working. Our Parish the Family of 

families came together on a very hot day with a 

loving feeling of gratitude and togetherness. Like 

every family some have different ideas when one 

builds or makes a change but the overall feeling 

and feedback was that of joy. As a parish, we are 

very grateful to the Michaelite Community who 

have served us at Our Lady Star of the Sea, 

starting with Fr Stan Kluk, firstly as an assistant 

priest in 2001 and then again as our Parish priest 

in 2006. Then followed by Fr Mark Okarma and 

now Fr Jacek Kokosa. We can’t forget Fr George 

Gorzkowski who was our assistant priest a few 

years ago and has now returned to us. 
 

Blessing of Mary’s Garden 
A young grandmother in the parish told me that on 

her granddaughter’s first day at school, she 

pointed out Mary’s Garden and very respectfully 

exclaimed “that’s the quiet garden.” Another small 

child kissed Mary’s feet, one Sunday, and said 

“See you next week Mary”. So simple and sweet, 

is the simplicity of a child’s faith.  
 

Eventually we will 

invite parishioners 

to have their loved 

one’s names put on 

a plaque and placed 

around the back of 

the Shrine to make 

a beautiful 

remembrance wall - 

a communion of 

saints praying for us 

and we for them. 

This will be a 

beautiful way to 

remember family 

and our past parishioners. We pray for continued 

blessings  on our Parish under the title of Our Lady 

Star of the Sea and to the Michaelite Community. 
 

”Mary conceived without sin pray for us who have 

recourse to thee”. 
 

             Janette Merrotsy,Terrigal Parish  
 

Installation at Terrigal Parish 
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Fr Jacek Kokosa (right) Parish Priest  
of Star of the Sea, Terrigal, with              

Fr George Gorzkowski and          
Janette Merrotsy, in Mary’s garden.  
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Divine Mercy Shrine, PNG: 
Immediately after all the festivities and blessing of 

the Divine Mercy Shrine in October last year, there 

have been many individuals and groups visiting the 

shrine. Since December, the shrine has been used 

as a centre and a place to hold retreats and       

spiritual workshops. Various groups from the Arch-

diocese of Mt Hagen have conducted their 

spiritual workshops there:  

7-8 December - A 2 day recollection/spiritual 

workshop for the Legion of Mary facilitated 

by Fr Bogdan Swierczewski csma;  
 

17-19 December - A Recollection for the  

Sisters of Notre Dame facilitated by           

Fr Justin from Wabag Diocese.  
 

18-22 January— A Retreat for Franciscan 

Sisters from Mendi Diocese under the      

spiritual direction of Fr Bogdan                   

Swierczewski csma. 

 

 
 

26-30 January – 9-13 February - 2 sessions          

retreat for the personnel of the Medical Clinic in 

Rabiamul, facilitated by Fr Bogdan Swierczewski 

csma and Fr Jozef Pekala csma.  
 

With the Lord’s blessing, the word is spreading 

around and other groups are enquiring and book-

ing for future events. Let us Trust in Him.  

  Fr Anthony Casamento   
Fr Anthony has just returned 

from a three week trip to the 

USA in his role as Director, Iden-

tity and Mission at Australian 

Catholic University. He was     

invited to Washington to present 

a  paper at the annual meeting 

of the Association of Catholic Colleges and Univer-

sities (ACCU). This group is the peak body that  

represents over 250 Catholic universities in North 

America. Fr Anthony presented on ways in which 

to engage young people in the Catholic identity 

and mission while they are enrolled in Catholic  

universities. He presented to over 450 delegates. 

Following his visit to Washington, Fr Anthony then 

headed to Chicago for meetings at De Paul Univer-

sity, before heading to the University of Notre 

Dame in South Bend, Indiana where he was        

involved in conversations with senior Notre Dame 

Faculty and Administrators about closer collabora-

tion between Universities of Notre Dame and    

Australian Catholic Universities. 

    Fr Greg Jaslowski                             
The last 7 years Fr Greg has 

been working in Kasap parish,  

in the Enga Province of PNG.    

In 2015, he decided to finish his 

work there and has requested 

time to do some studies. Unfor-

tunately, prior to leaving PNG he 

twisted  his foot and was forced to leave earlier 

than anticipated. He arrived in Sydney on 10th   

December 2015 and was lodging at St Michael’s 

Hurstville parish, where he stayed a month, under-

going medical treatments for his foot.        

Fortunately, his foot healed quickly and well, so he 

was able to fly to Poland on 1st February for a 

home visit. His studies have been postponed for 

now and hopefully he can resume them at a later 

date.  

On behalf of Fr Greg, I would like to say thank you 

to all those parishioners who helped with medical 

help, transport and general care.                           

        Fr Janusz Bieniek CSMA 



From December 2014 a replica of the statue of St Michael the Archangel from Gargano began a  

pilgrimage in the Archdiocese of Mt Hagen. For 9 months the statue was visiting the villages and 

communities in the parish of Kuli where Fr Bogdan Swierczewski is the parish priest. The visitation of 

the St Michael statue and devotions and 

prayers were part of the preparation for the 

sacrament of Confirmation that takes place 

in his parish every few years. It was also a 

part of the spiritual preparation for the 

special event in October 2015 in Rukus -  

the Blessing of the Divine Mercy Shrine. 

In September 2015, in the presence of 

Archbishop Douglas Young, the parish of 

Kuli presented the statue of St Michael to 

the parish of Kindeng, where Fr Jozef Pekala 

has been the parish priest. There were many 

obstacles to overcome for St Michael to visit all the 

local parish communities. The main obstacle was a 

lack of roads. The area is a rugged swampy terrain 

with a number of rivers that can be quite treacherous in 

the prolonged rains season and there are no bridges to 

crossover.    

It is only natural that the Prince of Angels is welcomed 

with great honour and respect as the Leader of the 

Heavenly Armies and the Patron of Papua New Guinea.  

Each parish community spiritually prepares to receive St Michael through retreats, reconciliation and a 

renewal of moral life individually and as a community. At the completion of the pilgrimage in Kindeng, 

the statue passes onto the next parish. There 

is a lot of interest in devotions to St Michael 

not only in the Mt Hagen Diocese but most   

of PNG. Bishops are asking for: the Statue    

of St Michael to visit in their dioceses, chaplet 

beads, prayer cards and other devotional 

materials.  

Let’s consider answering the call to help print 

and provide materials to fulfil the need of 

spreading St Michael devotions among the 

people of PNG. Items can be sent through  

the St Michael Mission Society.   

St Michael Pilgrimage in Mt Hagen Diocese 
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Fr Jozef Pekala with parishioners 
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Investure of Br Anthony Crook 
On the feast of Blessed Markiewicz, the Michaelite 

Fathers gathered at the novitiate chapel, in the con-

vent of St Anthony’s Clovelly, for the Investure of 

the Clerical Garb for our novice, Anthony Crook.   

He has been in the novitiate formation program    

under the supervision of his novice master Fr Pawel 

Kopczynski since 1st May 2015. It is a tradition that 

during the novitiate program, candidates receive the 

religious dress particular to their Congrega-

tion. In this case, Anthony received the      

clerical collar and shirt from the hands of the    

Local Superior, Fr Stan Kluk, as a visible sign 

of his decision to join the religious life in 

CSMA. We congratulate him and pray for 

God’s blessings for his path of formation    

towards the priesthood.   

 

  Fr Piotr (Peter) Hadro  
 

Good news about Fr Piotr 

who turned out to be a quiet 

achiever. Over the last year    

he has been doing an     

English course while living 

at St Anthony’s Parish     

Clovelly, helping with parish 

ministry. His work there was 

much appreciated and valued by the parishioners.  

His primary purpose is to acquire a work permit for 

PNG that requires him to study English and sit for 

a test. In late January this year, he successfully 

passed the exam. Now the process can start for 

his visa application which will take some months.  

In the meantime, Fr Piotr will be assisting at         

St Michael’s Hurstville parish and we hope that     

in September, he will strengthen our Michaelite 

presence in PNG.    

  Fr Kenneth Kaimalan   
While helping at St Michael’s 

Parish Hurstville, Fr Kenneth  

successfully completed his 

academic year at Catholic 

Institute of Sydney. In No-

vember last year he returned 

to PNG to help out in the 

parish of Kasap. While there 

he had some time to catch up with his parents and 

family living in neighbouring village, Wanepap, his 

home place.  

End of February this year, he returned to Sydney  

to continue his studies and will take up post with 

Fr Pawel Kopczynski in St Anthony’s Clovelly in 

April assisting with pastoral parish work.  

For now, he is helping in St Patrick’s parish 

Kogarah while the parish priest, Fr Henry Micek    

is rehabilitating from an operation.   

Anthony Crook and Fr Stan Kluk 
at Investure ceremony. 



P A G E  8  

I N  H O N O U R  O F  T H E  A N G E L S   

A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  C O N G R E G A T I O N  O F  S T  M I C H A E L  T H E  A R C H A N G E L  

 

St Michael Mission 
Society (SMMS) 

Supporting the missions        

in PNG and Michaelite 

missionaries. If you would like 

to become a member or make 

a donation contact: 

Michaelites Sydney:         

PO Box 6094,      

North Ryde 2113  
 

Michaelites Central Coast:  

 PO Box 4, Terrigal 2260 
starsea@bigpond.net.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knights of St Michael 

The Archangel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is a lay Catholic        

Religious Movement whose 

members under the banner 

of St Michael are set on a 

mission to proclaim the   

victory of Christ over Satan, 

to obtain the conversion of 

sinners and to expiate for 

the sins of humankind.  
 

Office of National   

Animator 

10 Croydon Road 

Hurstville.  2220 
 

Fr Janusz Bieniek (CSMA) 

Nadia Caravello, Jason & Jenny  

Hodges, Janette Merrotsy,     

Caterina Raccosta, Therese Allan        

Irma Escalante. Cecelia Ferrer  

Ewa Kluk, Nicole Van de Gard,    

Valerie & Carmela Gonzaga    
 

   In Honour of the Angels 

Quarterly Newsletter 
 

Editor:  
Fr Janusz Bieniek (CSMA) 

Graphics/Layout:  
Caterina Raccosta 

Our Seminarians 
We have 3 young men who have 

joined us in PNG. They are currently 

doing their religious studies. There is 

John, who has just started his first 

year in philosophy in Mt Hagen, after 

completing two years intermediate 

studies in Madang. John has been 

accepted at the Good Shepherd 

(Major Seminary) in Mt Hagen for the 

first year in Philosophy. We also have 

two other young men, David and      

Steven, who after completing their 

HSC were accepted in Madang to  

do intermediate study courses for 

two years. We wish them all the best 

in their academic endeavours as we  

keep them in our prayers and help 

support them in their studies.    

St Michael Mission Society Works 

Helping Maria Joseph  

After a year of fund-

raising last year Mar-

garet Vella and her 

team of parishioners 

from St Michael’s 

Hurstville, raised 

$100,896 reaching 

their goal. These 

funds went to support 

the SSVM Sisters who 

run the orphanage in 

Vanimo and the Michaelite missions 

in the Highlands of PNG. Thank you 

to all who were involved in this much 

needed work, and for such a gener-

ous response from the parishes 

where the fundraising was held until 

now.     
 

This year, Margaret has a new              

project: to help provide funds for                

Fr Jozef’s parish in Kindeng. 

Fr Jozef is hoping to build a youth 

centre so that the children are able to 

come and play in an undercover dry 

area. He explained, that at present, 

he has a grassy field that can get 

very wet and muddy for the children 

to gather and play in. He has already 

started the project, laying a cement 

floor for a basketball field, but he is 

hoping to put a roof over it and       

extend it for other facilities.  

Also, you may remember the story 

about little Maria Joseph (pictured) 

from the orphanage in Vanimo, who 

needed her legs straightened. Well 

there is good news! The sisters were 

finally able to take her to have an op-

eration in Kundiawa Hospital, Cimbu 

Province, under the care of Dr Jan 

Jaworski. Many thanks also to         

Fr Bogdan for organizing the 

transport. Maria Joseph is now 

awaiting a longer period of physio-

therapy in Mt Hagen and we hope 

that our fundraising can support this 

process.  
 

Providing Water Supply for the 

Formation House in PNG 

We all know how precious water is. 

In Australia we have easy access to 

clean water that is good for hygiene 

and our health, but in missionary 

countries, people do not recognise 

the dangers associated with using 

unclean or contaminated waters. At 

our formation house in PNG, due to 

the growing number of people who 

stay there, we have been struggling 

with water supply. Fortunately thanks 

to the generous funds received with 

the “wine fundraising”, we have been 

able to provide proper water tanks 

for the whole Michaelite complex in 

Rabiamul. Many thanks to all. 


