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The CONGREGATION of SAINT MICHAEL the ARCHANGEL (CSMA)
St Michael the Archangel,
A Warrior for Today
PRAYER
TO SAINT
MICHAEL THE
ARCHANGEL
Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend
us in battle, be our
safeguard against
the wickedness and
snares of the devil;
may God rebuke
him, we humbly
pray and do you,
O Prince of the
Heavenly Host,
by the power of
God, cast into hell
Satan and all the evil
spirits who prowl
about the world
seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen
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General Chapter & New CSMA Council

D

ear Friends,

From 14th to 30th April 2016, 33 Priests and Brothers
from all corners of the world where the CSMA serves,
attended the 21st General Chapter. The theme of the
Chapter was Be filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). The
Chapter Fathers gathered to reflect on issues vital to the life of
the Congregation, such as, how to preserve the patrimony of the
Founder, Blessed Markiewicz; how to be faithful to the Gospel; how to imitate generally
the charism of the Founder and how to be sensitive to the signs of our times. The Chapter
aimed to evaluate the present situation of the Congregation and dedication to its mission;
deepen the spirit of brotherhood in the local communities of work and life; and to create
a program for upcoming years.
The Chapter commenced with a 3 day retreat in the Mother House of Miesjce Piastowe,
Poland. This was a time of prayerful discernment on what is the General Chapter? What
is its goal? And how to achieve the best outcome? On Sunday, 17th April, the Chapter
Fathers moved to Warsaw to the Generalate where the formal meetings of the Chapter
took place for two weeks.
The first part was dedicated to the presentation, discussions and evaluation of all reports
from the various departments of the General Council and individual Provinces. At the
same time, there was a committee gathering recommendations and ideas that became
a backbone for the final program for the next 6 years which was approved at the end of
the Chapter. The second part was dedicated to the election of the new Leadership Team.
The newly elected Superior General is Fr Dariusz Wilk and he is supported by the General
Council: Fr. Rafal Kaminski—Vicar General; Fr Jerzy Sosinski—Councillor & General Bursar; Fr Marek Czaja—Councillor; Fr Stanislaw Kilar—Councillor. More information will
follow in our next Special Issue. We thank God for the successful process and outcome
of the Chapter and we ask for your continued prayers and support for the Michaelites
and their newly elected leaders.
Fr Janusz Bieniek CSMA

The Chapter Fathers gathered in front of the Basilica of St Michael in Miesjce Piastowe.
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CSMA Provincial Meeting & Retreat
It is recommended by the Michaelite Constitutions
that every year members will attend a weekly spiritual
retreat. This year, we gathered at our St Michael’s
Monastery at North Ryde from 4th—8th April with
most Michaelites from Australia and PNG attending.
It was mainly a time of prayer and spiritual reflection
led by the retreat master Fr Albert Wasniowski, former
Provincial of the Pauline Fathers.

Holy Spirit Parish
North Ryde

After the retreat, we had a couple of days to socialize,
strengthen community ties and discuss vital issues for
our Pacific Province. Most importantly, we organized
an Agenda to be presented at the upcoming General
Chapter and secondly, as required by the Provincial
by-laws, we made recommendations for the changes
in leadership in the Province to be presented to the
Superior General in Poland.

20 Years’ devoted service at Terrigal

On Pentecost Sunday, 19th May 2016 Holy Spirit
Parish, North Ryde celebrated their 60th Anniversary.
The church was filled with parishioners and school
children singing in the choir. Mass was concelebrated
by Parish Priest Fr Stan Kluk, Assistant priest Fr Peter
Kaupa and the CSMA Provincial Superior and former
parish priest, Fr Janusz Bieniek. For the Michaelites,
this parish is of great importance, since it was the first
parish where we started to work in Australia in 1995,
plus it is the place of our Provincial Headquarters.
In his homily, Fr Stan emphasized that the parish is a
“family of families” that needs to nourish a faithful
relationship with God and a Christian love for each
other. It is especially important in this parish, that has
undergone such a significant ethnic and multicultural
change in its 60 year history. This includes not only the
parishioners but also the clergy, from Irish through to
Australian and now to Polish and Papua New
Guineans! After Mass, there was a huge celebration
in the School Hall where its multicultural flavour was
exemplified by the various foods available. It was also
an occasion to show gratitude and appreciation to
Fr Stan Kluk who was celebrating his 50th Birthday.
Happy Birthday Fr Stan and many blessings!
At the conclusion, coffee was served in the Flame Café,
the newest edition to the parish’s many facilities.
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Janette Merrotsy, Pastoral Associate of Star of the Sea Parish in
Terrigal, recently celebrated 20
years of service. Local parishioners and school children attended an evening of celebrations
held in her honour. The following is an excerpt that appeared
in the school newsletter:
This was a special evening for
me, one where I felt very grateful to God for many
things. I give thanks for my family who have always
supported my parish work. This year Bruce and I were
married 40 years so half my married life I have worked
for Terrigal Parish.
In that time I have worked with five Parish Priests:
Fr Robert Borg, Fr Carole Grew and then our Michaelite
Fathers: Fr Stan Kluk, Fr Mark Okarma and currently
Fr Jacek Kokosa. I have also worked with many assistant
priests, three being our Michaelite Fathers: Fr Stan Kluk,
Fr Dominik Karnas and currently Fr George Gorzkowski.
My association with the Michaelite Fathers started when
I met Fr Stan Kluk when he was working as our Assistant
Priest in Terrigal 15 years ago. With Fr Stan’s guidance
we celebrated our first Divine Mercy Feast day celebration (assisting in this would be one of my proudest parish
moments). The Divine Mercy devotion continues to grow
stronger each year in our parish. To think 15 of my 20
years the Michaelites have been part of my parish journey. With their spirituality and Charism, the Michaelites
have been a wonderful personal support to my pastoral
work here.
Janette Merrotsy
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Fr Janusz’s 60th Birthday
celebrations in Hurstville
Parishioners from
St Michael’s Hurstville
organized a celebration on
the feast day of St John the
Baptist, which is Fr Janusz’s
Patron Saint. Over 200
guests attended a night
filled with joy, fun, food,
dance and live entertainment as shown in photos
below. Happy Birthday
Fr Janusz and God’s
blessings!
Left: Fr Janusz
at his 60th
Birthday
celebration
cutting 1 of 5
different
cakes.
Far left and
below: some
multicultural
entertainment by
parishioners.

First Vows at North Ryde
Michaelite novice, Anthony Crook took his first
religious vows at Holy Spirit Parish, North Ryde, in the
presence of Fr Anthony Casamento and local parishioners.
Anthony is under the direction of Fr Pawel Kopczynski,
Novitiate Master for the Michaelites at St Anthony’s Parish
Clovelly. We wish Anthony many blessings as he begins his
journey into religious life.
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Knights of St Michael
The Archangel

Papua New Guinea
Kasap
housekeeper
& cook,
Mrs Josepha
Marr,
passes away

Josepha once said, Death means an
entrance to another life; like a seed that
dies to become a new plant. This has
been seen in the way Josepha distributed her property to her relatives, a few
weeks before she was admitted to hospital for treatment. She was willing to give
away everything so that nothing would
hold her back to this life; she distributed
This is a lay Catholic
her pigs and clothing between her relaReligious Movement whose
Mrs Josepha
members under the banner
Marr from Kasap tives and loved ones, and she also relucof St Michael are set on a
parish, Wabag diocese, passed away in tantly handed over her position as leader
mission to proclaim the
the General Hospital in Wabag. She died of the women’s group (club) in the
victory of Christ over Satan,
parish. Josepha gave away everything
to obtain the conversion of
at 11:30pm, Saturday 16th April, the
sinners and to expiate for
that she had and in doing so, she freed
same day Fr Joseph Pękala and Fr Bogthe sins of humankind.
dan Świerczewski returned to Mt Hagen herself from this life and prepared to
step into the next.
Office of National
after their two week visit to Sydney.
Animator
Fr Bogdan and Br Thomas attended her For a long time, Josepha was the cook
10 Croydon Road
in the presbytery of Kasap parish. From
funeral held on the following Monday,
Hurstville. 2220
her youth, she served the SVD priests
in her village of Kasap. Josepha’s body
Fr Janusz Bieniek (CSMA)
was beautifully dressed by the women’s and later the Michaelite Fathers. Unlike
Nadia Caravello, Jason & Jenny
others, Josepha continued to cook for
Hodges, Janette Merrotsy,
group from the parish and laid in an
Caterina Raccosta, Therese Allan
opened casket for the funeral attendees the priests even after she got married.
Irma Escalante. Cecilia Ferrer
to see her face. A huge crowd of people When the Michaelites took-over Kasap
Ewa Kluk, Nicole Van de Gard,
from nearby villages gathered round the parish she became their permanent
Valerie & Carmela Gonzaga
cook.
body crying and weeping. Nearly all
In Honour of the Angels
Christian communities from all 16 outJosepha served the former Michaelites’
Quarterly Newsletter
stations of Kasap parish and other Chris- Superior Generals Fr Kazi Tomaszewski
Editor:
tians from the former Michaelite parish, and Fr Kazimierz Radzik when they
Fr Janusz Bieniek (CSMA)
Wanepap, also attended. Later at 3pm,
Graphics/Layout:
visited PNG. She cooked for Fr Janusz
her body was taken to the parish Church Bieniek; Fr Marian Cęcewa; Fr Bogdan
Caterina Raccosta
in Kasap in a procession led by the wom- Świerczewski; Fr Joseph Pękala (parten’s group. The Funeral Mass was cele- time); Fr Pawel Kopczynski; and finally
brated by Fr Bogdan Świerczewski who
Fr Gregory Jasławski. She even cooked
St Michael Mission
was the former parish priest in Kasap
at the Michaelites formation house in
Society (SMMS)
prior to moving to Mt. Hagen. After the Rabiamul, Mt. Hagen, at times putting
Supporting the missions
Eucharistic service, Josepha’s body was on a hearty banquet for visiting Sydneyin PNG and Michaelite
taken to a prepared grave site next to
siders.
missionaries. If you would like
to become a member or make her house and laid to rest.
Josepha had a generous heart for the
a donation contact:
Josepha’s relatives said that, a month
Michaelites and she showed this in her
Michaelites Sydney:
earlier, she had symptoms of the sickvoluntary commitment to cook for them
PO Box 6094,
ness
that
caused
her
death
–
a
sickness
for so many years. It was almost as
North Ryde 2113
which affected her brain cells. However, though she was waiting for Fr Joseph
Michaelites Central Coast:
she delayed going to the hospital for
and Fr Bogdan to return to Papua New
PO Box 4, Terrigal 2260
some
time.
When
she
finally
admitted
Guinea to render her this last service
starsea@bigpond.net.au
herself to hospital, it was too late and
and commit her soul eternally, into
very little could be done.
the tender arms of Jesus. May she rest
in peace.
Br Thomas Lasen
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