We pray for the sick in our community: Josie Obieta, Florenda Garnica,
Atelaite Alamoti, Lourdes Camillon, Nathan Nguyen, Nancy Abril, Ivan Carrillo,
Fr Bill Heng, Jancy Pananganan, Theodora Sakr, Rajeshwar Sharma,
Yolande Charleston, Ellie Humphries, Ellen Carlisle, Angela Ablong,
Vicente Lopez, Alberto Enriquez, Esther Remolador, Terese Bull, Anne Grout-Smith,
Chantelle Coutinho, Antonio Lasman, Ernesto Madrona, Georgie Craven,
Charlotte Massoud and John Kokinovski,
We pray for the repose of the souls of the recently deceased:
Joan McGuggin, Renato Marson, Lati To’a, John Mayer, John Reitano,
Gillian Sofatzis and Estelle Billiang.
We also pray for: Constantino Tagra, Presentacion Villanueva, Teresa Hibel and Nikolaos Halavazis
whose anniversaries occur about now.
We remember those relatives and friends who have departed this life:
Ramon Respall, Jenny Sadler, Gladys Hewitt, Pat Brown, Lin & Terry Hanson, James & Javi Crame,
Dorothy Hanshaw, Slavka Kokinovski, Herbert & Dora Christensen, George & Josephine Cowell,
Trevor Gaynor, Fr Ron Harden, Florence May Jones, Frank & Lillian Lucas, Ken Lucas,
Alan & Kathleen Mercer, Jennifer Meredith, Antonino Picone, Joseph George & Mary Sakr,
Vittorio & Angela Scali and the Tracey and Kelly families.
We also pray for the Holy Souls in Purgatory and for those who have no one to pray for them.

Second Sunday of Advent—10 December 2017 Year B
On this second Sunday of Advent we encounter the strange
figure of John the Baptist, dressed in camel skins and
eating locusts. Can you imagine and Advent without John
the Baptist? In this season Jesus and he are inseparable.
John today is pointing us to Christ, just as he did for the
people who came to hear him preach in his day. He tells us
to repent that we may be saved. John convicts and Jesus
absolves. And so, the Church urges us in Advent to seek
out the sacrament of confession, or reconciliation, for it
provides healing we need. It gives us the opportunity to
examine our lives and so see what is keeping us from Christ this Advent. Then when we are
absolved we shall be ready to welcome our Saviour when he comes to us at Christmas.

In preparation for Christmas, the Rite of Reconciliation
will be held on Saturday 23 December 2017
from 9.30am—10.30am.
MON 11 DEC

Weekday Mass 6.45am

TUE 12 DEC

Weekday Mass 6.45am

Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle 6pm Church

Devotion to St Michael & the Angels 7pm
SMSS Year 6 Graduation Mass 5.30pm
WED 13 DEC

Weekday Mass 6.45am

Legion of Mary 7.30pm Parish Office

THU 14 DEC

Weekday Mass 9.15am

Marian Devotion Croatian Prayer Group 11am Church

FRI 15 DEC

SAT 16 DEC

SUN 17 DEC

Weekday Mass 9.15am
followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
SMSS End of Year Mass Midday

Thank you Anthony Nguyen
for your continued service
to our Parish, your time
is greatly appreciated.

Meditation 8am Back Meeting Room

Weekday Mass 9.00am
followed by Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Reconciliation 9.45am—10.15am & 4pm—4.45pm
Mass Times: 5pm Vigil Mass
Spanish Mass 6.30pm
Mass Times: 8.00am, 10.00am and 6.00pm
Mandarin Mass 12.15pm

All are welcome

Our Parish looks very bright
in the lead-up to our
Lord’s Special Day and will
be a great contender
in the Council’s
Christmas Lights Competition.

SECOND WEEK
OF ADVENT
Blessing of the Advent
wreath
Priest: Lord Jesus Christ,
you are the Saviour of the
World. We ask you to bless
all who gather around this
wreath which we
honour
as a remembrance of your
first coming at Bethlehem and your final coming in glory. Strengthen our hearts with the
example of your love that we may receive
you with joy and gladness on the day of our
redemption when you will come to reign as
King for ever and ever.
Leader:

We listen, Lord, for your words of
comfort.
All:
We listen for joyful news of your
arrival.
Leader: In the wilderness of this world, we
have heard voices announcing your
coming.
All:
They have reminded us that our
lives are like the grasses of the
field.
Leader: The grass withers, the flowers fade;
but the Word of our God will stand
forever.
All:
We hunger for your Word, O Lord,
because your Word gives life.
Leader: Your Word is salvation—the joy of
all humankind.
All:
Come and speak your Word to us.
Leader: Today we light two candles. We
light the first candle to remind us of
our need for a Saviour. We light
the second to remind us of the
promise in God’s Word.
All:
Come, Lord Jesus, and speak your
word to us.
Leader: Come, Lord, and speak to your
people.
All: Your Word is life to us, and your
promises are true. Prepare our hearts and
our world to hear your voice and to see your
glory. Amen.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: O people of
Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the
nations, and the Lord will make the glory of
his voice heard in the joy of your heart.
FIRST READING: Is 40:1-5. 9-11
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
‘Console my people, console them’ says your
God. ‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and
call to her that her time of service is ended,
that her sin is atoned for, that she has
received from the hand of the Lord double
punishment for all her crimes.’ A voice cries,
‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the
Lord. Make a straight highway for our God
across the desert. Let every valley be filled in,
every mountain and hill be laid low, let
every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a
valley; then the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed and all mankind shall see it; for the
mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ Go up on a
high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion.
Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger
to Jerusalem. Shout without fear, say to the
towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God.’ Here is
the Lord coming with power, his arm
subduing all things to him. The prize of his
victory is with him, his trophies all go before
him. He is like a shepherd feeding his flock,
gathering lambs in his arms, holding them
against his breast and leading to their rest the
mother ewes.
The word of the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 84:9-14.
All: Lord, let us see your kindness,
and grant us your salvation.
1. I will hear what the Lord God has to
say, a voice that speaks of peace, peace for
his people. His help is near for those who
fear him and his glory will dwell in our
land.
2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven.

3. The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps.
All: Lord, let us see your kindness,
and grant us your salvation.
SECOND READING: 2 Pt 3:8-14
A reading from the second letter of
St Peter
There is one thing, my friends, that you
must never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’
can mean a thousand years, and a thousand
years is like a day. The Lord is not being
slow to carry out his promises, as anybody
else might be called slow; but he is being
patient with you all, wanting nobody to be
lost and everybody to be brought to change
his ways. The Day of the Lord will come like
a thief, and then with a roar the sky will
vanish, the elements will catch fire and fall
apart, the earth and all that it contains will be
burnt up. Since everything is coming to an
end like this, you should be living holy and
saintly lives while you wait and long for the
Day of God to come, when the sky will
dissolve in flames and the elements melt in
the heat. What we are waiting for is what he
promised: the new heavens and new earth,
the place where righteousness will be at
home. So then, my friends, while you are
waiting, do your best to live lives without
spot or stain so that he will find you at peace.
The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight
his paths: all people shall see the salvation of
God. Alleluia!
✝GOSPEL: Mk 1:1-8
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Mark
The beginning of the Good News about
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in
the book of the prophet Isaiah: Look, I am

going to send my messenger before you; he
will prepare your way. A voice cries in the
wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make
his paths straight, and so it was that John the
Baptist appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the
people of Jerusalem made their way to him,
and as they were baptised by him in the
river Jordan they confessed their sins. John
wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived
on locusts and wild honey. In the course of
his preaching he said, ‘Someone is following
me, someone who is more powerful than I
am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo
the strap of his sandals. I have baptised you
with water, but he will baptise you with the
Holy Spirit.’
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from
God.

ST MICHAEL’S PARISH
10 Croydon Road,
Hurstville 2220
Ph: 9587 2166
www.stmichaelhurst.org.au
PARISH CLERGY:
Parish Priest:
Fr Janusz Bieniek CSMA
PARISH STAFF:
Leena Strickland-Langatuki,
Maria Awad
Valerie Gonzaga
CHILDREN’S LITURGY:
Sunday 10.00am Mass
BAPTISMS: Sunday at 11.15am
RECONCILIATION:
Sat: 9.45am-10.15am
and 4-4.45pm
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
AND DYING:
Call the Priest any time

