We pray for the sick in our community: Mary Eileen Kennedy, Gary Schmalfeldt,
Flavia Mendez, Atelaite Alamoti, Nathan Nguyen, Nancy Abril, Ivan Carrillo,
Fr Bill Heng, Jancy Pananganan, Theodora Sakr, Rajeshwar Sharma,
Yolande Charleston, Ellie Humphries, Ellen Carlisle, Angela Ablong, Vicente Lopez,
Alberto Enriquez, Esther Remolador, Terese Bull, Anne Grout-Smith,
Chantelle Coutinho, Antonio Lasman, Ernesto Madrona, Georgie Craven,
Charlotte Massoud and John Kokinovski.
We pray for the repose of the souls of the recently deceased:
Josie Obieta, Florenda Garnica, Joan McGuggin, Renato Marson, Lati To’a, John Mayer,
John Reitano and Gillian Sofatzis.
We also pray for: Giuseppe Modellino whose anniversary occurs about now.
We also pray for the Holy Souls in Purgatory and for those who have no one to pray for them.

Come & visit our Parish Christmas Lights every night from 8pm
MON 18 DEC

Weekday Mass 6.45am
Bethany Staff Mass 9am

TUE 19 DEC

Weekday Mass 6.45am

Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle 6pm Church

Devotion to St Michael & the Angels 7pm
WED 20 DEC

FRI 22 DEC

SAT 23 DEC

Mass Times on
Thurs and Fri
have changed to
Weekday Mass 9.00am
Marian Devotion Croatian Prayer Group 11am Church 9am during the
school
Weekday Mass 9.00am
holidays.
followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Meditation 8am Back Meeting Room

Weekday Mass 9.00am followed by Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Advent Rite of Reconciliation 9.30am—10.30am

Mass Times: 5pm Vigil Mass
Spanish Mass 6.30pm

SUN 24 DEC

MON 25 DEC

One of the candles surrounding the Christ Candle in the Advent wreath is rose
coloured, for Gaudete Sunday or Joy Sunday, the beginning of the third
week in Advent.
Clearly, waiting is not meant to be an alibi for doing nothing.
As Christians, we are an Advent people, not simply in the sense
that for a few weeks each year we wait for Christ’s birth at
Christmas, but rather in the sense that our whole life is a time of
waiting, a time of preparation, for the time when he will come
again. Like John the Baptist, we are invited to go on patiently
waiting and growing in friendship with the Lord until the day
when all waiting will be over, the day when we shall gaze face to
face upon the one we have waited for, the one we have longed for,
the one we have sought, often unknowingly, our whole life long.

In preparation for Christmas, the Rite of Reconciliation
will be held on Saturday 23 December 2017 from 9.30am—10.30am.

Weekday Mass 6.45am

Mass at Homewood Nursing Home 10.15am
Legion of Mary 7.30pm Parish Office

THU 21 DEC

Gaudete Sunday - 17 December 2017 Year B
Third Sunday of Advent

Mass Times: 8.00am and 10.00am
Mandarin Mass 12.15pm

Children’s Christmas Eve Mass 6pm
Christmas Eve Mass 8pm
Midnight Christmas Eve Mass
CHRISTMAS DAY
Mass Times: 8am and 10am

I was there! The Australian Catholic Youth Festival
The ACYF took place last week in the Olympic Park and the
Domain. I was proud to represent St Michael's Hurstville in
this event with a group of young people from Our Lady of
Fatima Kingsgrove. It was a wonderful 3 days of spiritual rejuvenation amongst like-minded people.
With a crowd of 15,000 from around Australia, it was the
largest gathering of Catholic youth in Sydney since WYD
'08. The festival included live music, inspirational talks by
national and international speakers, group discussions on
issues relevant to young people, opportunities for fellowship, local examples of vocation, social
action, liturgy, prayer and the Sacraments. I witnessed the amazing testimonies of a number of
people who experienced God in their lives in many different ways. I got to know unique
individuals who share the same difficulties I am going through and we prayed together as a
community of young and empowered generation.
It was an experience of the fullness and joy of being Catholic as well as a genuine encounter
with Christ and his Church. This event should serve as an inspiration for the Catholic Church
especially the youth and young adults who will make a difference in the contemporary world.

Here's to Panama World Youth Festival 2019!!!
Alicja Nowak

THIRD
WEEK
OF
ADVENT
Blessing of the Advent Wreath

Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:
All:

Priest: Lord Jesus Christ, you
are the Saviour of the World.
Strengthen our hearts with the
example of your love that we
may receive you with joy and
gladness on the day of our
redemption when you will
come to reign as King for ever
and ever.
All: Amen
We wait for you to come Lord, and set
things right.
In this world where a few of us are
wealthy, many are poor.
While a few are powerful, many are
oppressed.
But your justice is good news to those
who are held down.
When you arrive, the world will be set
right. There will be enough for
everyone, and everyone will receive a
fair share.
There will be peace on earth and an
end to oppression.
We will trade our dark clothes of
mourning for bright garments of praise.
Just as healthy plants spring up from
good seeds, righteousness will spring up
from all the nations.
This is good news!!
Come, Lord Jesus, and bring your
justice.
Today we light Three Candles.
The first reminds us of our need for a
saviour. The second reminds us of the
promises in God’s Word. We light the
third candle to remind us that the
Messiah will bring justice and peace.
Come, Lord Jesus, and bring your
justice.
Come Lord Jesus, to a world where
many are hurting.
Come and save those who are the
victims of violence, poverty, hatred,
and oppression. Set things right. When
we are guilty of injustice or we do not
help those in need, show us our wrong
and guide us in the right way. Bring
your justice and peace.
Amen.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Rejoice in the
Lord always; again I say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.
FIRST READING: Is 61:1-2. 10-11
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,
for the Lord has anointed me. He has sent
me to bring good news to the poor, to bind
up hearts that are broken; to proclaim liberty
to captives, freedom to those in prison; to
proclaim a year of favour from the Lord. ‘I
exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices in
my God, for he has clothed me in the
garments of salvation, he has wrapped me in
the cloak of integrity, like a bridegroom
wearing his wreath, like a bride adorned in
her jewels. ‘For as the earth makes fresh
things grow, as a garden makes seeds spring
up, so will the Lord make both integrity and
praise spring up in the sight of the nations.’
The word of the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Lk 1:46-50.
All: My soul rejoices in my God.
1. My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit
rejoices in God, my Saviour.
He looks on his servant in her
nothingness; henceforth all ages will call
me blessed.
2. The Almighty works marvels for me.
Holy his name! His mercy is from age to
age, on those who fear him.
3. He fills the starving with good things,
sends the rich away empty.
He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy.
All: My soul rejoices in my God.
SECOND READING: 1 Thes 5:16-24
A reading from the first letter of St Paul
to the Thessalonians
Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and
for all things give thanks to God, because
this is what God expects you to do in Christ

Jesus. Never try to suppress the Spirit or
treat the gift of prophecy with contempt;
think before you do anything – hold on to
what is good and avoid every form of evil.
May the God of peace make you perfect and
holy; and may you all be kept safe and
blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has
called you and he will not fail you.
The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia!
✝GOSPEL: Jn 1:6-8. 19-28
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to John
A man came, sent by God. His name was
John. He came as a witness, as a witness to
speak for the light, so that everyone might
believe through him. He was not the light,
only a witness to speak for the light. This is
how John appeared as a witness. When the
Jews send priests and Levites from Jerusalem
to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ he not only
declared, but he declared quite openly, ‘I am
not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked, ‘are
you Elijah?’ ‘I am not,’ he said. ‘Are you the
Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ So they said to
him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an
answer to those who sent us. What have you
to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am,
as Isaiah prophesied: a voice that cries in the
wilderness: Make a straight way for the
Lord.’ Now these men had been sent by
the Pharisees, and they put this further
question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if
you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and
not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise
with water; but there stands among you –
unknown to you – the one who is coming
after me; and I am not fit to undo his
sandal-strap.’ This happened at Bethany, on

the far side or the Jordan, where John was
baptising.
The Gospel of the Lord.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do
not fear. Behold, our God will come, and he
will save us.

Congratulations to:
Rosa Ferreira,
Amalia Ferreira,
Gabrielle Godinet,
Jesse Godinet,
Armani Godinet,
Zion Godinet,
Noah Godinet and Lexi Godinet
We welcome them to our Catholic Community.
Through their Baptism we pray they will
love and serve the Lord always.
We also pray for their families and ask God
to guide and strengthen them as
teachers of the faith.

COME TO PRAISE AND WORSHIP GOD
Adoration, Praise and Worship
with music and song.
St Michael’s Church Hurstville

this Sunday 17th of December
following the 6pm Mass
from 7pm—7.30pm
ST MICHAEL’S PARISH
10 Croydon Road,
Hurstville 2220
Ph: 9587 2166
www.stmichaelhurst.org.au
PARISH CLERGY:
Parish Priest:
Fr Janusz Bieniek CSMA
PARISH STAFF:
Leena Strickland-Langatuki,
Maria Awad
Valerie Gonzaga

