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Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time - 26 August 2018 Year B
Taste & see
the goodness of the Lord

Today the Church encourages us to choose Christ always. At times when we come to the
crossroad of life, we become confused because we need to make choices that will make or mar
our future. The First Reading and the Gospel presents us with two choices; between remaining
or abandoning God. Joshua asked the Israelites to make a choice between serving God and other
gods. Christ asked His disciples; “ What about you, do you want to go away too?” Using the
analogy of marriage, Paul reminds us that just as a man or woman chooses a wife or a husband
due to love, so did Christ choose and take us to himself. King David displayed his wisdom by
making a right choice: „I do not want to be punished by human beings. Let the Lord himself be
the one to punish us, for he is merciful‟ In spite of all odds, choosing to remain with Christ is,
and will always be, the best choice for anyone who is wise.

Priests‟ Retirement
Foundation Pastoral Appeal
next week
The Foundation supports our
sick and retired priests
providing them with appropriate
accommodation, healthcare,
transport and other practical
support. The Archdiocese
contributes one dollar for every
dollar raised by the annual
appeal. Please consider your
generous donation.

ATTENTION: ALL LECTORS
Please collect your invitation letter from Fr Janusz
from the Sacristy for re-commissioning on
Sunday 16th of September 2018

Sacrament of First Holy Communion
Dear Parishioners, please be advised that
we have over 60 children preparing for
this Sacrament. By all means, you are
most welcome to join the celebrations
during the Saturday 5pm Vigil Mass and
the Sunday 10am Mass. Alternatively you
may want to choose to participate in
Sunday Mass at another time.
Thank you for your support.
Other Mass times are:
Sunday 8am Mass and 6pm Mass.
FIRST RECONCILIATION Registration Forms are now ready
Is your child in Year 2 and above? Would you like them to complete their
First Reconciliation at our Parish, please download a Registration Form
from our Parish website. Completed forms are due Friday 14 Sept 2018.

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES
The new 12-month set of Planned Giving
Envelopes are now ready for collection from the back
of the Church. Please collect these as soon as possible.
Your generosity and continued support
of our Parish is greatly appreciated.

PARISH OFFICE NOTICE
Credit Card Donations
I will be away from 19 Aug to 19 Sep 2018.
During this time no credit card donations will be
processed. Any credit card envelopes given will be
processed on my return.
Thanks for your understanding, Maria (Accounts)

MON 27 AUG

Weekday Mass 6.45am

TUE 28 AUG

Weekday Mass 6.45am
Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle 6pm
Devotion to St Michael & the Angels 7pm

WED 29 AUG

Weekday Mass 6.45am
Fr Maciej will visit SMSS Year 2 students
Legion of Mary 7.30pm Parish Office

THU 30 AUG

Bethany College Father’s Day Mass 7.30am
Weekday Mass 9.15am
Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle - Croatian Prayer
Group 11am Church

FRI 31 AUG

Weekday Mass 9.15am
followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Sacrament First Holy Communion Rehearsals
Group 1: 5.15pm—6.15pm / Group 2: 6.30pm—7.30pm

SAT 1 SEP

Meditation 8am Back Meeting Room
Weekday Mass 9.00am
followed by Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Reconciliation: 9.45am—10.15am & 4.15pm—4.45pm
Mass Times: 5pm Vigil Mass; Spanish Mass 6.30pm
SUN 2 SEP

Mass Times: 8am, 10am & 6pm; Mandarin Mass
12.15pm

LITURGY OF THE WORD
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God.
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long.
FIRST READING: Jos 24:1-2. 15-18
A reading from the book of Joshua
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; then he called the elders, leaders, judges and scribes
of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. Then Joshua said to all the people: ‘If you will not serve the
Lord, choose today whom you wish to serve, whether the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River, or
the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are now living. As for me and my House, we will serve the Lord.’ The people answered,
‘We have no intention of deserting the Lord and serving other gods! Was it not the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors
out of the land of Egypt, the house of slavery, who worked those great wonders before our eyes and preserved us all along the way we
travelled and among all the peoples through whom we journeyed. We too will serve the Lord, for he is our God.’
The word of the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 33:2-3. 16-23. R. v.9
All: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
1. I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise always on my lips; in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
The humble shall hear and be glad.
2. The Lord turns his face against the wicked to destroy their remembrance from the earth.
The Lord turns his eyes to the just and his ears to their appeal.
1. They call and the Lord hears and rescues them in all their distress.
The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; those whose spirit is crushed he will save.
2. Many are the trials of the just man but from them all the Lord will rescue him.
He will keep guard over all his bones, not one of his bones shall be broken.
1. Evil brings death to the wicked; those who hate the good are doomed.
The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. Those who hide in him shall not be condemned.
All: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
SECOND READING: Eph 5:21-32
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
Give way to one another in obedience to Christ. Wives should regard their husbands as they regard the Lord, since as Christ is head of
the Church and saves the whole body, so is a husband the head of his wife; and as the Church submits to Christ, so should wives to
their husbands, in everything. Husbands should love their wives just as Christ loved the Church and sacrificed himself for her to make
her holy. He made her clean by washing her in water with a form of words, so that when he took her to himself she would be
glorious, with no speck or wrinkle or anything like that, but holy and faultless. In the same way, husbands must love their w ives as
they love their own bodies; for a man to love his wife is for him to love himself. A man never hates his own body, but he feeds it and
looks after it; and that is the way Christ treats the Church, because it is his body – and we are its living parts. For this reason, a man
must leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one body. This mystery has many implications;
but I am saying it applies to Christ and the Church. The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Your words, Lord, are spirit and life: you have the words of everlasting life. Alleluia!
✝GOSPEL: Jn 6:60-69
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
After hearing his doctrine many of the followers of Jesus said, ‘This is intolerable language. How could anyone accept it?’ Jesus was
aware that his followers were complaining about it and said, ‘Does this upset you? What if you should see the Son of Man ascend to
where he was before? ‘It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh has nothing to offer. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they
are life. ‘But there are some of you who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the outset those who did not believe, and who it was
that would betray him. He went on, ‘This is why I told you that no one could come to me unless the Father allows him.’ After this,
many of his disciples left him and stopped going with him. Then Jesus said to the Twelve, ‘What about you, do you want to go away
too?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘Lord, who shall we go to? You have the message of eternal life, and we believe; we know that you are
the Holy One of God.’ The Gospel of the Lord.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O Lord; you bring forth bread from the earth and wine to cheer the heart.
We pray for the sick in our community: Biserka Kneževic, Betty Donohoue, Maria Braga, Georgie Craven, Cathy Phan-Tien, Betty Tansey, Pat Fraser,
Leticia Samoy Buenaventura, Evelyn Rogando, Emy Sia, Geraldine Branston, Nathan Nguyen, Joseph Park, Theodora Sakr,
Mary Eileen Kennedy, Robert Jones, Barry Humphreys, Ann Grout-Smith and Terese Bull.
We pray for the repose of the souls of the recently deceased: Henry Ngai, Juana Teresa Gutierrez Araya, Emilio Rana, Priscilla Osorio,
Charlotte Massoud, Gerald Morvan, Jose Go, Irene Simon and Marta Mikes.
We remember those relatives and friends who have departed this life: Nuez & Hoyle Families, James Jun Kwong Chan, Herbert & Dora Christensen,
George & Josephine Cowell, Trevor Gaynor, Fr Ron Harden, Florence May Jones, Tom & Slavka Kokinovski, Frank & Lillian Lucas, Ken Lucas,
Alan & Kathleen Mercer, Antonino Picone, Tracey & Kelly families, Joseph George Sakr & Mary Sakr and Vittorio Scali.
We pray for: Angela Scali, Enrique (Rick) Ynfante, Co Tran, Ming Chan, Caridad F Valdeabella, Sovero Valdeabella and Maria Fernandez,
Domenico & Antonio Divitale, Vincenzo & Caterina Zaia whose anniversaries occur about now.
We also pray for the Holy Souls in Purgatory and for all those who have no one to pray for them.

