Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmichaelshurstville
Parish Priest: Fr Janusz Bieniek CSMA

Parish Staff: Leena, David, Maria and Valerie

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - 2 September2018 Year B
The German mystic, Eckhart von Hochheim, or as he was commonly known, Meister
Eckhart, put it wonderfully well when he said; “You should bother less about what you
ought to do and think more about what you ought to be, because if your being were good
then your works would shine forth brightly.’ This is not always easy to achieve as is
evident from the Gospel text of today. All too often, we might make the mistake of
focusing a little too much on the external action and not give enough thought to the inner
disposition. As he called his listeners two thousand years ago, Jesus continues to call us
to imitate him in having a pure heart from which the right actions will flow. This will
result in our following the statutes and ordinances of the Lord and practising a religion
that is pure and undefiled.
Lectors Recommissioning on
Sunday, 16th September
Our lectors will be
recommissioned on the
Sunday closest to the feast day
(13th of September) of
St John Chrysostom.
We thank them for their
service to the Church and ask
God, through the intercession
of St John Chrysostom,
that they may continue
joyfully in this ministry.
Lectors, please pick up
Fr Janusz' recommissioning
invitation from the Sacristy.

MON 3 SEP Weekday Mass 6.45am
TUE 4 SEP

Weekday Mass 6.45am
Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle 6pm
Devotion to St Michael & the Angels 7pm

WED 5 SEP

Weekday Mass 6.45am
Fr Maciej will visit SMSS Year 4 students
Legion of Mary 7.30pm Parish Office
Baptism Preparation Course 7.30pm Parish Office

THU 6 SEP

Weekday Mass 9.15am
Marian Movement of Priests Cenacle - Croatian Prayer
Group 11am Church

FRI 7 SEP

Weekday Mass 9.15am together with Year 3 followed by
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament together with
St Padre
Pio Group
First Friday DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART OF
JESUS 6pm followed by First Friday Healing Mass at 7pm

SAT 8 SEP

THE BIRTH OF BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Meditation 8am Back Meeting Room
Weekday Mass 9.00am
followed by Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Reconciliation: 9.45am—10.15am & 4.15pm—4.45pm
Mass Times: 5pm Vigil and Sacrament of First Holy
Communion; Spanish Mass 6.30pm
SUN 9 SEP Mass Times: 8.00am,
10am Mass and Sacrament of First Holy Communion
and 6.00pm

Priests’ Retirement Foundation Pastoral Appeal this weekend
Please consider your generous support for our Priests who now need
our care & support. The Sydney Archdiocese contributes one

dollar for every dollar raised by the annual appeal.
Donation envelopes will be found in the pews.

Sacramental Program: First Holy Communion
Sixty two parish children will receive Jesus for the first time
in Holy Communion during our parish Masses at
5pm on Saturday, 8th September
and at 10am on Sunday, 9th September.
Their families and friends will joyfully support them by
participating in these Masses. I know that we all will welcome
their presence in our midst. Every Sunday, St Michael's also
celebrates Mass at 8am and at 6pm. Thank you for your
understanding. Valerie (sacramental coordinator)
Sacramental Program: First Reconciliation
The Parish Reconciliation program for our primary
school children will be soon underway. Children in year 2 to
year 6 who have not yet received the Sacrament of
Reconciliation are most welcome to join this program. Parents
or guardians, please download the registration form from
our parish website (Sacraments > Parish Sacramental Program)
and after completion hand it in to the parish office or send it in
by email or by fax as soon as possible.
Valerie (sacramental coordinator)

Have you been confirmed?

The Sacrament of Confirmation is necessary for the completion of
baptismal grace. For “by the sacrament of Confirmation, [the
baptized] are more perfectly bound to the Church and are enriched
with a special strength of the Holy Spirit. Hence they are, as true
witnesses of Christ, more strictly obliged to spread and defend the
faith by word and deed.”
The Sacrament of Confirmation is held in St Mary’s Cathedral every
year during Pentecost Sunday and in late October.
For enquiries about organising the Sacrament of Confirmation
for those aged 13 years old or older, please contact Valerie by email
on pastoral@stmichaelhurst.org.au.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long.
O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all who call to you.
FIRST READING: Dt 4:1-2. 6-8
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
Moses said to the people: ‘Now, Israel, take notice of the laws and customs that I teach you today, and observe
them, that you may have life and may enter and take possession of the land that the Lord the God of your fathers
is giving you. You must add nothing to what I command you, and take nothing from it, but keep the
commandments of the Lord your God just as I lay them down for you. Keep them, observe them, and they will demonstrate to the
peoples your wisdom and understanding. When they come to know of all these laws they will exclaim, “No other people is as wis e
and prudent as this great nation.” And indeed, what great nation is there that has its gods so near as the Lord our God is to us
whenever we call to him? And what great nation is there that has laws and customs to match this whole Law that I put before y ou
today?’ The word of the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 14:2-5. R. v.1
All: The just will live in the presence of the Lord.
1. Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain?
He who walks without fault; he who acts with justice and speaks the truth from his heart.
2. He who does no wrong to his brother, who casts no slur on his neighbour,
who holds the godless in disdain, but honours those who fear the Lord.
1. He who keeps his pledge, come what may; who takes no interest on a loan and accepts no bribes against the innocent.
Such a man will stand firm for ever.
All: The just will live in the presence of the Lord.
SECOND READING: Jas 1:17-18, 21-22, 27
A reading from the letter of St James
It is all that is good, everything that is perfect, which is given us from above; it comes down from the Father of all light; with him
there is no such thing as alteration, no shadow of a change. By his own choice he made us his children by the message of the truth so
that we should be a sort of first-fruits of all that he had created. Accept and submit to the word which has been planted in you and can
save your souls. But you must do what the word tells you, and not just listen to it and deceive yourselves. Pure, unspoilt religion, in
the eyes of God our Father is this: coming to the help of orphans and widows when they need it, and keeping oneself uncontaminated
by the world. The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! The Father gave us birth by his message of truth, that we might be as the first fruits of his creation. Alleluia!
✝GOSPEL: Mk 7:1-8. 14-15. 21-23
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
The Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered round Jesus, and they noticed that some of his disciples
were eating with unclean hands, that is, without washing them. For the Pharisees, and the Jews in general, follow the tradition of the
elders and never eat without washing their arms as far as the elbow; and on returning from the market place they never eat without
first sprinkling themselves. There are also many other observances which have been handed down to them concerning the washing of
cups and pots and bronze dishes. So these Pharisees and scribes asked him, ‘Why do your disciples not respect the tradition of the
elders but eat their food with unclean hands?’ He answered, ‘It was of you hypocrites that Isaiah so rightly prophesied in this passage
of scripture: This people honours me only with lip-service, while their hearts are far from me. The worship they offer me is worthless,
the doctrines they teach are only human regulations. You put aside the commandment of God to cling to human traditions.’ He called
the people to him again and said, ‘Listen to me, all of you, and understand. Nothing that goes into a man from outside can make him
unclean; it is the things that come out of a man that make him unclean. For it is from within, from men’s hearts, that evil intentions
emerge: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, malice, deceit, indecency, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come
from within and make a man unclean.’ The Gospel of the Lord.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
How great is the goodness, Lord, that you keep for those who fear you.

We pray for the sick in our community: Joseph Park, Biserka Kneževic, Betty Donohoue, Maria Braga, Georgie Craven, Betty Tansey, Pat Fraser,
Leticia Samoy Buenaventura, Evelyn Rogando, Nathan Nguyen, Theodora Sakr, Robert Jones, Barry Humphreys, Ann Grout-Smith and Terese Bull.
We pray for the repose of the souls of the recently deceased: Mario Cavalluzzo, Yee Mei Lim, Giuseppe Miccalizzi, Djordje Miljus, Irene Simon, Marta Mikes,
Henry Ngai, Juana Teresa Gutierrez Araya, Emilio Rana, Priscilla Osorio, Charlotte Massoud and Gerald Morvan.
We remember those relatives and friends who have departed this life: Nuez & Hoyle Families, James Jun Kwong Chan, Herbert & Dora Christensen,
George & Josephine Cowell, Trevor Gaynor, Fr Ron Harden, Florence May Jones, Tom & Slavka Kokinovski, Frank & Lillian Lucas, Ken Lucas,
Alan & Kathleen Mercer, Antonino Picone, Tracey & Kelly families, Joseph George Sakr & Mary Sakr and Vittorio & Angela Scali.
We pray for: Ming Chan and Benita Tibayan whose anniversaries occur about now.
We also pray for the Holy Souls in Purgatory and for all those who have no one to pray for them.

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney Safeguarding Office If you or a person close to you has been abused by someone working
or ministering within the Archdiocese of Sydney we invite you to contact us. We will listen to you respectfully, offer support and
discuss the options you have available to you. Please contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office on ph 02 9390 5812.

