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The Congregation of Saint Michael the Archangel 

(CSMA) 

 

The following parishes in the Sydney Archdiocese are under the 

Michaelites’ Pastoral Care: 

Holy Spirit North Ryde - Fr Stan Kluk 

Fr Anthony Casamento (residing at North Ryde) Vice President of 

the Australian Catholic University (ACU) 

Our Lady of Victories Horsley Park - Fr Dominik Karnas, Fr Marek 

Okarma 

St Michael Hurstville - Fr Janusz Bieńiek, Fr George Gorzkowski, 

Fr Thomas Lasen 

St Kevin Eastwood - Fr Paul Kopczyński, Fr Tomasz Lepek 



Saint Michael’s Parish Hurstville, Archdiocese of Sydney 

I. Short historical background and statistics 

1. A brief history of the church and parish 

On November 24, 1885, Michael Gannon, who had owned a large 

estate near present-day Hurstville since December 18, 1850, 

donated a plot of slightly more than one hectare to the first Bishop 

of Sydney, Archbishop John Bede Polding, as land for the future 

construction of a Catholic church. 

Unfortunately, due to the very small number of Catholics in the 

area, the construction did not take place. 

Almost 30 years passed before Rev. Placid Quirk called a meeting 

of all the Catholics living in the area, where it was decided that on 

this plot of land, construction would begin of a building that would 

temporarily serve as a church, dedicated to St Michael the 

Archangel. The foundation stone for the church (cum school class) 

and the convent of the Sisters of Charity who were to teach here 

was laid on May 2, 1885 by Archbishop Moran. The official 

dedication and opening of the building was done by the same 

archbishop in October of the following year (1886). 



The construction of the railroad caused a rapid increase in the 

population and soon there was a need to build a larger church. The 

new building, which accommodates about 400 people, was 

consecrated on May 16, 1909 and still functions as a parish church. 

A solid spacious presbytery was built in 1914. The church that we 

see today, after several changes and additions was consecrated on 

June 18 in the jubilee year 2000. A new administrative block 

accommodating the parish office and meeting rooms was added to 

the presbytery in 2007. 

From 1974 to 2010, Hurstville's nominal Parish Priest was Bishop 

David Cremin, who had his seat here. During these years, the 

parishes were practically run by administrator priests, first Fr. Ron 

Harden (until 2005) and later Fr. Emmanuel Malana OFM. On July 

1, 2013, the parish was entrusted to the pastoral care of the 

Michaelites, with Father Janusz Bieniek as a Parish Priest. 

2. Hurstville ministry handed over to the Congregation 

of Saint Michael the Archangel 

This parish of Hurstville was entrusted to the pastoral care of the 

Michaelites in the following circumstances. At the beginning of 

2013 Fr. P. Kopczyński, who had been working for the previous 

three years as a chaplain in POW hospital, residing in Clovelly, 



expressed the desire to also engage in work in the parish. After 

discussions with the superiors, it was agreed that Fr. J. Bieniek 

would step down from the position of a pastor in Clovelly to allow 

him to dedicate more time to his duty as a supervisor of The Pacific 

Vice Province, while Fr. P. Kopczyński would take over his roles in 

the parish and at the same time work part-time in the hospital. This 

proposal was presented to Cardinal Pell for approval. In response, 

the Cardinal agreed to the proposals regarding Fr Kopczyński and 

at the same time proposed to the Michaelites that they assume 

responsibility for the combined parishes of St Michael and Gabriel 

in Hurstville/Bexley in the south of Sydney. Three religious priests 

from India worked there, but the one who was the parish priest 

planned to return to India for a few years, and the others were too 

young to run these parishes. 

The Cardinal bolstered his proposal by stating that the archdiocese 

already had Michaelites in the east, north and west of Sydney, with 

only the south not occupied by the Michaelites. Fr Bieniek tried to 

persuade the Cardinal that Michaelites didn’t have sufficient 

personnel at the time, but the Cardinal stated that Fr. Bieniek had 

enough experience to manage the Hurstville parish on his own, 

while Bexley could wait for another Michaelites until end of the 

year: the archdiocese had a priest in reserve who had just retired 



from service as a navy chaplain and needed a few months to get 

'introduced' to the parish job before receiving an independent 

parish. 

And besides, the Cardinal reminded us that in fact, he was 

responding to our requests, because we had been for some time 

asking for a parish dedicated to Saint Michael! In these 

circumstances, Fr. Bieniek couldn't refuse the offer and it was 

decided that he would move to Hurstville. On July 1, 2013, Fr 

Bieniek was appointed parish priest in Hurstville/Bexley, with 

Bexley to be temporarily looked after by the diocesan priest.  

By the end of the year the Michaelites were unable to provide an 

additional priest, so the archdiocese agreed to detach Bexley from 

Hurstville and attach it to the neighbouring parish of Rockdale. 

3. Brief statistical characteristics of the Hurstville 

parish 

According to the latest census, there are almost 4,000 Catholics 

living in Hurstville Parish, 900 of whom attend church regularly. 

Normally, on the weekend there are six Masses in the church: four 

in English, one in Spanish and one in Chinese. At least one Mass is 

celebrated every day of the week. On some Thursdays there is a so-



called Communion Service led by an acolyte. The Rosary is recited 

every day after Mass and a 2-hour adoration is offered. People who 

live in the parish come from nearly 50 countries. The parish is made 

up of Australian parishioners, Chinese, Italians, Filipinos, Croats, 

Indonesians and Spanish speaking immigrants from South 

America. 

The parish is alive and active, trying to support and help each other, 

Accepting and respecting the diversity of individuals, the ethnic 

groups in the parish work together as a community to imitate 

Christ. Currently, around 200 parishioners are directly involved in 

the various ministries and activities of the parish. 

We warmly welcome all newcomers, those who are interested in 

expanding knowledge about faith and all those who for some 

reason left the parish and want to come back to it now. We 

especially focus on education and shaping the faith and 

sacramental life of children attending parish schools and their 

families. 

The parish compound is located on a large piece of land (about 2.5 

ha) and is densely packed with buildings. There are two church 

buildings, a small library, presbytery, offices, meeting rooms, and a 

parish hall. The rest of the area is occupied by two Catholic schools: 



a co-educational primary school and a College for girls. There is a 

piety store with religious items next to the church run on a non-

profit project basis. 

The only source of income for the parish is the Sunday collection. 

To provide the parish with additional financial support, in 2018, 

the archdiocese came up with a project to establish a Catholic 

childcare in the parish. 

For this purpose, a house with a large plot of land adjacent to the 

parish was purchased, earmarked for the presbytery. Since the 

present presbytery is in the middle of school buildings it is to be 

used for the proposed childcare facility. 

In the parish borders, there is a convent building belonging to the 

Sisters of Charity, which is currently rented to the Sisters of the 

Word of God. 

4. Michaelites in Hurstville 

In the decade since Fr. J. Bieniek came to Hurstville and undertook 

the pastoral care of the parish, a large group of Michaelites have 

passed through Hurstville: priests, brothers and sisters as well as 

seminarians and candidates. Formally, for six months at the 



beginning of 2014, the assistant priest was Fr. George Gorzkowski. 

He returned to Hurstville in 2020 while Fr Bieniek was recovering 

from his stroke, first as an administrator and now as an assistant 

priest., Fr. Peter Kaupa stayed in Hurstville for 6 months in 2014, 

undertaking theology studies at the Australian Catholic University. 

Fr. Kenneth Kaimalan stayed in Hurstville from November 2014 to 

November 2017, attending the Catholic Institute of Sydney and 

helping in pastoral work. Fr. Piotr Hadro stayed in Hurstville for 

almost a year for a language course before going to PNG mission. 

Fr. Jack Kokosa also stayed in Hurstville for about a year awaiting 

permanent residency. Brother Thomas Lassen stayed for a year 

studying English to prepare for study of theology at the Major 

Seminary in Port Moresby, PNG. The seminarian Paul Gorzkowski 

stayed for a year doing pastoral practice. The ceremony of renewal 

of his temporary religious vows took place in Hurstville on 

September 29, 2014. Seminarist Anthony Crook stayed for 18 

months while undertaking pastoral placement. In April 2017, he 

renewed his religious vows in the church of St Michael. Fr. 

Grzegorz Jasłowski was here for two months for a medical 

treatment and convalescence at the turn of 2015/2016. Fr. Peter 

Prusakiewicz visited Hurstville several times, conducting spiritual 

retreats, preaching on Divine Mercy, devotions to Angels and 

Michaelite spirituality, and attending meetings with the Knights 



and Devotees of the Saint Michael the Archangel. Almost every 

year, one of the Michaelite missionaries from PNG visits 

Hurstville: Fr. Bogdan Świerczewski, Fr. Joseph Pekala, Fr Piotr 

Hadro attend our annual retreats or visit on their way to Poland. In 

2014 the Provincial Superiors stayed in Hurstville during their 

convention of Provincials and Delegation Superiors headed by the 

then Superior General, Fr Kazimierz Radzik. The current Superior 

General, Fr. Dariusz Wilk with the member of the Council Fr Jerzy 

Sosinski visited Hurstville during their canonical visitation in 

October 2017. 

 

II. Cult of Saint Michael the Archangel and nurturing 

the Michaelite charism 

1. Devotion to Saint Michael the Archangel and the 

Angels 

The service was introduced in October 2013 and initially took place 

on the first Tuesday of the month. A special booklet was prepared 

for the service and approved in February 2014 prior to the pastoral 

visit of Cardinal Pell, who made the official instalment of Fr. J. 

Bieniek as Parish Priest and blessed the statue of Saint Michael the 



Archangel of Mount Gargano (brought from Italy by Fr. Bieniek). 

After this celebration, the devotees of St. Michael the Archangel 

resolved to hold weekly devotions. There is a core group of about 

10 people who attend worship regularly with a larger number 

attending special occasions. The service includes the exposition 

and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, recitation of the Angelic 

Chaplet and prayers to Saint Michael and the Angels and sharing 

of prayer intentions. For the whole decade of the devotion, the 

music has been provided dutifully by Carmela and Valerie 

Gonzaga. 

To encourage parishioners to participate in the devotion, the parish 

was divided into 9 choirs (reflecting the 9 Angel choirs), and each 

choir had its designated month. Over time, the faithful began to 

add to the service new visual elements such as candles, flowers, 

pictures and other symbols contributing to the beauty and deeper 

spiritual experience of this form of prayer. 

2. Novena and celebration to Saint Michael the 

Archangel 

During his first year in Hurstville, Fr. Bieniek introduced a public 

novena before the Feast of Saint Michael and a special celebration 

on his Feast Day on September 29 to better honour Saint Michael - 



the patron saint of our parish. Both the novena and the celebration 

became a permanent feature of the parish pastoral program. For the 

last few years, parish retreats have also been conducted before this 

Feast. The occasion is always celebrated on the Sunday closest to 

September 29 at all Masses, and in the afternoon, there is a 

community gathering that is gaining more and more popularity 

among parishioners and visitors. 

3. The Confraternity of the Scapular of Saint Michael 

the Archangel 

In September 2017, Fr. Bieniek founded the Confraternity of the 

Scapular of St Michael the Archangel in the parish. The Statutes 

and the Manual of the Confraternity were translated into English 

as were other texts related to the acceptance of the Scapular and the 

spiritual development of members of the Confraternity. The Book 

of the Confraternity was established, in which there are currently 

over 200 names entered. Every second Tuesday of the month, a 

Holy Mass is celebrated for the members of the Confraternity and 

their families – the living and the dead.  After the evening prayer 

meeting, when time allows, there is a social gathering for the 

members. 

4. Saint Michael the Archangel Mission Society 



Soon after taking over the parish, Fr. Bieniek presented to the 

parishioners the Saint Michael Mission Society and created a 

missionary group to support the work of Michaelite missionaries 

working in PNG. Parishioners responded willingly to the appeal 

and many of them became members of the Society by paying 

regular membership fees and supporting financially our PNG 

missions and other works conducted by the Society. In 2014 and 

2015 the Society organised in Hurstville two very successful 

fundraising dinners combined with a fashion show and the sale of 

clothing and jewellery that each brought in nearly ten thousand 

dollars in profit. The next large initiative was the promotion of the 

mission in many parishes of the diocese combined with the sale of 

wine which was donated generously and in large quantities by one 

of the parishioners.  The $100,000 raised was divided evenly 

between our missions in PNG (for the replacement of water tanks 

in the monastery in Mount Hagen) and Argentinian Sisters in 

Vanimo, PNG (for the operation and treatment of a crippled girl) 

consistent with the wishes of the organisers of the fundraiser. 

Parishioners participated generously in the container shipping 

campaign for our missionaries in PNG. 

5. Visitation of families with the statue of Saint 

Michael the Archangel 



Drawing inspiration from the very fruitful pilgrimage of the figure 

of St. Michael around parishes in Poland, Fr. Bieniek presented to 

the Parish Pastoral Council a plan to organise a similar visitation to 

each family in Hurstville parish at the end of 2017. The program 

included a visit of the priest with the statue of Saint Michael of 

Gargano, a prayer meeting together with an exorcism and the 

Angelic Chaplet, and the consecration of the house and the 

entrustment of the family under the protection of Saint Michael 

the Archangel. A special team of members was formed. The 

Knights of St Michael organised visitations and conducted prayer 

meetings and at the end of the visitation, the priest blessed the 

house and entrusted the family to the protection of Saint Michael. 

In the first stage, the families of the Devotees of St. Michael were 

visited followed by each family in the parish. We received 

invitations from families outside the parish which have to be 

coordinated with other parish priests or with the Archbishop. 

6. In Honour of the Angels Quarterly Magazine 

For 10 years Fr. Bieniek, with the help of Catherina Raccosta, has 

published the In Honor of the Angels quarterly magazine. It is 

intended to be the magazine of the Vice Province of the Pacific, 

directed mainly to groups of Saint Michael Knights and devotees, 

to parishioners where Michaelite priests are working and to the 



supporters of the Congregation. The magazine promotes the 

devotion of Saint Michael and the Angels, bringing closer the 

charism of the Congregation, promoting missions and 

evangelization, and chronicling the events taking place in our 

parishes. 

7. Feast of Blessed Bronisław Markiewicz 

In January 2014, Fr. Bieniek enthroned the image of Blessed 

Bronisław Markiewicz in the church and organised a parish feast 

of liturgical commemoration of the Founder of the Michaelites. 

The feast has been celebrated in Hurstville ever since and is 

organised by the St Vincent de Paul parish group who, at the 

suggestion of the parish priest, accepted blessed Bronisław as their 

patron. At the beginning of the school year, one lesson in each class 

of the local school is dedicated to the figure of Blessed Markiewicz 

and the charism of the Congregation. We also print promotional 

materials, pictures and bookmarks to promote Blessed Markiewicz. 

 

III. Pastoral activity during the period of pastoral work of 

Michaelites in Hurstville 



1. "Perpetual" Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

For some years there had been a tradition in the parish to offer a 2-

hour Adoration every Friday after morning Mass. At the beginning 

of 2018, Fr. Bieniek inspired several parishioners with the idea of 

Perpetual Adoration. One of the parishioners, Jim Manwaring, 

undertook to organise an Adoration Group of Saint Michael the 

Archangel, whose aim is to promote and develop the idea of 

adoration among parishioners, encourage parishioners to commit 

to regular adoration, prepare an adoration timetable and generally 

coordinate the program. Every day in our church there are at least 

two hours of adoration and on Tuesdays and Fridays even five 

hours of public adoration. In the Chapel of Perpetual Adoration, 

specially designated for this purpose, there is an exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament from 7am to 9am daily. A suitable monstrance 

was donated by the Gonzaga family. We pray that love for the 

Blessed Sacrament will ignite in the hearts of parishioners, so 

adoration grows to the level of a true perpetual, round-the-clock 

devotion. 

2. The sacrament of penance 

Every Saturday, two hours are set aside for Holy Confession; an 

hour in the morning and an hour in the evening. An additional hour 



of confession takes place on the first Friday of the month. 

Approximately 30 adults go to confession each week. On 

Wednesdays. three hours are devoted to confession for children 

and youth from parish schools; about 60 people attend this 

confession. Confession is always offered during our parish 

retreats, and it is always possible to make an appointment 

individually when necessary. 

3. Baptisms, weddings and funerals 

On average, about 30 infants and children are baptised annually. 

Most baptisms take place in a special service after the Sunday main 

Mass. On average, including baptisms on Holy Saturday 

(catechumens and their children), we celebrate 70-80 baptisms a 

year in the parish. About four weddings are celebrated in the parish 

each year. Our church is not too popular for weddings due to the 

narrow aisles between pews and the rather tight sanctuary with not 

much space for the newlyweds to sit. Due to the lack of parking in 

the church grounds, we have only about five funerals a year, while 

about five take place in the cemetery chapels or other churches. 

4. Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 



This novena used to be very popular in the parish, but it was 

discontinued a few years before the arrival of the Michaelites. In 

January 2014, Fr. Bieniek invited a Redemptorist, Fr. Bill Heng 

from Singapore, who was on one-year of sick leave at the nearby 

Redemptorist monastery in Kogarah, to renew this beautiful 

novena in the parish. The novena takes place after the morning 

Mass every Saturday and immediately gained a large following. It is 

attended by about 50 parishioners and is lead mostly by the faithful. 

The service consists of the exposition and benediction of the 

Blessed Sacrament, prayers for a novena, a homily delivered or a 

reflection read, and sharing of requests and letters of thanksgiving 

that we receive from the Redemptorists in Singapore. Confession 

is also offered. Dr Valerie Gonzaga has always coordinated this 

effort. 

5. Fatima Devotions on First Saturday of the month 

From May 2016, we started Fatima devotions in the parish as a form 

of spiritual preparation for the celebration of the 100th anniversary 

of the apparitions of Mary in Fatima and promotion of her message 

to the modern generation. This devotion became a permanent 

fixture in the parish calendar and is held in the evening on the first 

Saturday of the month. There is a procession to the grotto from 



May to October, and a service is held in the parish church from 

November to April. 

6. First Friday Devotions and Mass for the sick 

In 2015, we restored the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus on 

the first Friday of the month. The program from 6pm to 9pm 

includes exposition and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 

confession and Holy Mass.  

7. First Saturday Mass with anointing of the sick 

Each first Saturday of the month, the morning Mass is dedicated to 

prayers for the sick and the sacrament of anointing is administered 

to the sick present at the Mass, which is received by about 50 

people. 

8. Novena and Feast of Divine Mercy 

On Good Friday 2014, Fr. Bieniek started (for the first time in the 

parish), a Novena to Divine Mercy and then organised an Hour of 

Mercy on Divine Mercy Sunday. Since then, the novena and the 

feast of Divine Mercy have been celebrated regularly in the parish. 

Since Lent 2018, the Divine Mercy group has led the Hour of Mercy 



on every second Saturday of the month. Tanah and Elisabeth 

coordinate the program.  

9. Praise and Worship Charismatic Group 

Following requests from parishioners and the availability of a 

music band in 2017, we started a semi-charismatic prayer group 

that leads the service after evening Mass on the third Sunday of the 

month. In addition to group members, the service is attended by a 

number of young people who remain in the church after the Youth 

Mass. 

10. Parish retreats 

There are two series of retreats offered annually in the parish, one 

during Lent and another before the parish patronal Feast Day in 

September. In addition, there is a separate retreat for parishioners 

from the Indian group, led by a priest invited by them. 

11. Pilgrimages 

Pilgrimages are a beautiful religious tradition reminding us that we 

are pilgrims heading to the heavenly homeland. At St Michael’s, 

pilgrimages have been organised to places such as the Marian 

Shrine in Penrose Park run by the Paulinian Fathers; to the tomb 



and museum of Australia's first canonised saint Mary MacKillop in 

North Sydney; to the convent of the Nursing Sisters of Saint Joseph 

in Coogee and their foundress the Servant of God Eileen 

O'Connor, and other places of worship. 

12. Ethnic Masses 

As mentioned above, the parish has Masses in four languages: 

English, Spanish, Mandarin and Cantonese. Masses in English are 

celebrated by priests working in the parish, the rest are celebrated 

by commuting chaplains for individual language groups. In 2018, 

Fr. Bieniek began to celebrate Masses in Mandarin when the 

designated chaplain became unavailable. 

As part of the celebration of the 110th anniversary of the dedication 

of the church, the Parish Council submitted suggestions for 

valuing cultural diversity in our parish through celebration of a 

series of so-called ethnic Masses to be attended by all parishioners. 

This year there were six such Masses with liturgy prepared by 

Australians (English), Filipinos, Latinos (Spanish), Chinese 

(Mandarin and Cantonese), Indians, and islanders of Oceania 

(Tongan language). National language, singing and music, 

traditional costumes and customs all created beautiful celebrations 

showing the richness of culture and religious values of these groups 



and parishes as a community. After each of these Masses, there was 

a parish feast with abundant local delicacies, traditional music, 

dances and other types of entertainment. Parishioners have 

suggested this tradition continues in the parish. 

*** 

This content was extracted from a report prepared by Fr Janusz 

Bieniek for the Michaelite General Chapter in 2018. It provides a 

rough translation of the Polish content and is still to be updated to 

reflect parish activities since then. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Michaelite Vocation and Formation 

The best way to learn about the Michaelites is to ask a Michaelite! 

All the priests working in our province are happy to share the story 

of our mission, history, and charism. Any young man interested in 

knowing more can contact the Vocations Director or the Superior 

of the Congregation in our region. Our candidates for priesthood 

study in seminaries in Australia and in Papua New Guinea. 

 

Michaelites at St Michael’s 

Fr Janusz Bieniek 

Fr George Gorzkowski 

Fr Kenneth Kaimalan 

Fr Piotr Hadro 

Fr Peter Kaupa 

Fr Jacek Kokosa 

Fr Greg Jaslowksi 

Fr Thomas Lasen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Entrance Hymn 

William J Marsh/music by M Owen Lee CSB 

Michael Prince of all the angels, while your legions fill the sky, 

All victorious over Satan, lift your flaming sword on high. 

Shout to all the seas and heavens, now the morning is begun; 

Now is rescued from the dragon, she whose garment is the sun! 
 

Mighty champion of the woman, mighty servant of her Lord, 

Come with all your myriad warriors, come and save us with your 

sword; 

Enemies of God surround us; share with us your burning love; 

Let the incense of our worship rise before His throne above! 
 

Gabriel, messenger to Mary, Raphael, healer, friend and guide, 

All you hosts of guardian angels ever standing by our side, 

Virtues, Thrones and Dominations, raise on high your joyful hymn, 

Principalities and Powers, Cherubim and Seraphim! 
 

The Introductory Rites 

 

Sign of the Cross and Greeting 

Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

 

Opening Remarks: Fr Janusz Bieniek 

 



Penitential Act 

 

Priest: You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Priest: You came to call sinners: 

Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

 

Priest: You are seated at the right hand of the Father to 

intercede for us: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our 

sins and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: Amen. 

 

Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 

people of good will. 

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we 

glorify you, 

We give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on 



us; 

You take away the sins of the world, receive our 

prayer; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have 

mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 

Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 

Collect 

Priest: Let us pray. 

Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love 

your holy name, for you never deprive of your 

guidance those you set firm on the foundation of 

your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 

First Reading  Jer 20:10-13 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

 

Jeremiah said: 

‘I hear so many disparaging me, 



“Terror from every side! 

Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 

All those who used to be my friends 

watched for my downfall, 

“Perhaps he will be seduced into error. 

Then we will master him 

and take our revenge!” 

But the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero; 

my opponents will stumble, mastered, 

confounded by their failure; 

everlasting, unforgettable disgrace will be theirs. 

But you, Lord of Hosts, you who probe with justice, 

who scrutinise the loins and heart, 

let me see the vengeance you will take on them, 

for I have committed my cause to you. 

Sing to the Lord, 

praise the Lord, 

for he has delivered the soul of the needy 

from the hands of evil men.’ 

 

The word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 68:8-10. 14. 17. 33-35. R. v.14 

Reader: Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

All: Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

 

Reader: It is for you that I suffer taunts, 



that shame covers my face, 

that I have become a stranger to my brothers, 

an alien to my own mother's sons. 

I burn with zeal for your house 

and taunts against you fall on me. 

All: Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

 

Reader: This is my prayer to you, 

my prayer for your favour. 

In your great love, answer me, O God, 

with your help that never fails: 

Lord, answer, for your love is kind; 

in your compassion, turn towards me. 

All: Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

 

Reader: The poor when they see it will be glad 

and God-seeking hearts will revive; 

for the Lord listens to the needy 

and does not spurn his servants in their chains. 

Let the heavens and the earth give him praise, 

the sea and all its living creatures. 

All: Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

 

Second Reading Rom 5:12-15 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

 

Sin entered the world through one man, and 

through sin death, and thus death has spread 

through the whole human race because everyone 



has sinned. Sin existed in the world long before the 

Law was given. There was no law and so no one 

could be accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet 

death reigned over all from Adam to Moses, even 

though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was not a 

matter of breaking a law. 

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself 

considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that 

through one man’s fall so many died, it is even more 

certain that divine grace, coming through the one 

man, Jesus Christ, came to so many as an abundant 

free gift. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Jn 15:26. 27 

All: Alleluia, Alleluia! 

The Spirit of Truth will bear witness to me, says the 

Lord, and you also will be my witnesses. 

Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Mt 10:26-33 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

 

Priest: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 

Matthew. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 



 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not be 

afraid. For everything that is now covered will be 

uncovered, and everything now hidden will be made 

clear. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the 

daylight; what you hear in whispers, proclaim from 

the house-tops. 

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 

cannot kill the soul; fear him rather who can destroy 

both body and soul in hell. Can you not buy two 

sparrows for a penny? And yet not one falls to the 

ground without your Father knowing. Why, every 

hair on your head has been counted. So there is no 

need to be afraid; you are worth more than 

hundreds of sparrows. 

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the presence 

of men, I will declare myself for him in the presence 

of my Father in heaven. But the one who disowns 

me in the presence of men, I will disown in the 

presence of my Father in heaven.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily 

 

Profession of Faith (Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth, 



and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried; 

He descended into hell; on the third day He rose 

again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; 

from there He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Holy Catholic Church, 

the communion of Saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Priest: “There is no need to be afraid, you are worth more 

than hundreds of sparrows.” We worship God who 

is Lord of justice but also of mercy. We have 

committed our cause to him. In confidence, let us 

place our petitions before him. 

 

Reader: For our Holy Father, Pope Francis, our Bishop 

Anthony, all bishops, priests and religious. May the 



Lord be ever at their side as they proclaim without 

fear Jesus Christ the source of all grace. Let us pray 

to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: For the Michaelites, especially Fr Janusz our parish 

priest. May the Blessed Mary, Queen of Angels 

protect, guide, and keep them in her heart. May they 

be holy, pure and humble and ever grow in the 

likeness of Christ her Son. And may they be 

instruments of conversion so that hardened hearts 

may be brought to repentance by the witness of 

their lives. Let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: For our Parish of St Michael. May we, the 

parishioners, give praise and glory to God for the 

ministry of Fr Janusz, Fr George, Fr Thomas. May we 

sustain them with our prayers and friendship, may 

we respect and trust their leadership, and may we 

always be ready to contribute for the good of the 

parish. Let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: For all children, especially those attending our 

parish schools. May they know God’s love within 

their families and within the Church so that they will 

grow up steadfast in the Faith and compassionate 



to all. Let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: For all Christians. May we avoid sin and live in grace 

so that when all is revealed at the Final Judgement, 

we may be found worthy in the Kingdom of God. Let 

us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: For those who are sick and suffering. May they be 

granted patience, healing and comfort as they unite 

their sufferings with that of our Crucified Lord. Let 

us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: For the souls of deceased parishioners, religious 

and priests who belonged to St Michael’s Parish, our 

recently departed relatives and friends and those 

whose death anniversary occurs about now. May St 

Michael judge them to merit heaven and finally 

receive their heavenly reward. Let us pray to the 

Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Priest: Almighty God, may your faithful children be granted 

the grace of final perseverance so that with the 

glorious company of the heavenly host we may sing 

your praises forever. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. 



All: Amen. 

 

Parishioner Remarks: one from each Sunday Mass 

 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 

Preparation of the Gifts 

 

Offertory Hymn 

Dear Angel, Ever at My Side 

Day’s Psalter 1563/music by F W Faber 

Dear angel, ever at my side, how loving you must be 

To leave your home in heav’n to guide a little child like me! 
 

Your beautiful and shining face is always very near; 

The music of your guiding voice is ever in my ear. 
 

My eyes see only here below, but you are by my side, 

And you have God before your eyes; I need you for my guide. 
 

My guardian angel, help me now to give to God my love, 

To serve him in this world below and come to him above. 
 

Priest: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for 

through your goodness we have received the bread 

we offer you: fruit of the earth and work of human 

hands, it will become for us the bread of life. 

 

Priest: By the mystery of this water and wine may we come 

to share in the divinity of Christ who humbled 

himself to share in our humanity. 



 

Priest: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for 

through your goodness we have received the wine 

we offer you: fruit of the vine and work of human 

hands, it will become our spiritual drink. 

 

Priest: With humble spirit and contrite heart may we be 

accepted by you, O Lord, and may our sacrifice in 

your sight this day be pleasing to you, Lord God. 

 

Priest: Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity and cleanse me 

from my sin. 

 

Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and 

yours may be acceptable to God,the almighty Father. 

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for 

the praise and glory of his name, for our good and 

the good of all his holy Church. 

 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Priest: Receive, O Lord, the sacrifice of conciliation and 

praise and grant that, cleansed by its action, we may 

make offering of a heart pleasing to you. Through 

Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer II 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

 

Priest: Lift up your hearts. 



All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right and just. 

 

Preface 1 of the Sundays in Ordinary Time 

Priest: It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through 

Christ our Lord. 

 

For through his Paschal Mystery, he accomplished 

the marvellous deed, by which he has freed us from 

the yoke of sin and death, summoning us to the 

glory of being now called a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people for your own 

possession, to proclaim everywhere your mighty 

works, for you have called us out of darkness into 

your own wonderful light. 

 

And so, with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones 

and Dominions, and with all the hosts and Powers 

of heaven, we sing the hymn of your glory, as 

without end we acclaim: 

 

Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Priest: You are indeed Holy, O Lord, the fount of all 

holiness. 

 

Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray, 

by sending down your Spirit upon them like the 

dewfall, so that they may become for us 

the Body and ✠ Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

At the time he was betrayed and entered willingly 

into his Passion, he took the bread and, giving 

thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT, 

FOR THIS IS MY BODY, 

WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU. 

 

In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took 

the chalice and, once more giving thanks, he gave it 

to his disciples, saying: 

 

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT, 

FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD, 

THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT, 

WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY 

FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 

DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME. 



 

Priest: The mystery of faith. 

Save us Saviour of the world, 

For by your Cross and Resurrection 

you have set us free. 
 

Priest: Therefore, as we celebrate the memorial of his Death 

and Resurrection, we offer you, Lord, the Bread of 

life and the Chalice of salvation, giving thanks that 

you have held us worthy to be in your presence and 

minister to you. 

 

Humbly we pray that, partaking of the Body and 

Blood of Christ, we may be gathered into one by the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

Remember, Lord, your Church, spread throughout 

the world, and bring her to the fullness of charity, 

together with Francis our Pope and Anthony our 

Bishop and all the clergy. 

 

Remember also our brothers and sisters who have 

fallen asleep in the hope of the resurrection, and all 

who have died in your mercy: welcome them into the 

light of your face. Have mercy on us all, we pray, that 

with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, with 

blessed Joseph, her Spouse, with the blessed 

Apostles, and all the Saints who have pleased you 

throughout the ages, we may merit to be coheirs to 



eternal life, and may praise and glorify you through 

your Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Priest: Through him, and with him and in him, O God, 

almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

 

Communion Rite 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Priest: At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine 

teaching we dare to say: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. 
 

Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously 

grant peace in our days, that, by the help of your 

mercy, we may always be free from sin and safe from 

all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the 

coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 



All: For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and forever. 

 

Priest: Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace 

I leave you, my peace I give you; look not on our 

sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously 

grant her peace and unity in accordance with your 

will. Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 
 

Sign of Peace 

Priest: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All: And with your spirit. 

 

Priest: Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 

All: Peace be with you. 

 

Agnus Dei 

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 

grant us peace. 
 

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him, who takes 

away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called 

to the supper of the Lamb. 

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under 



my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 

healed. 

 

Communion 

 

Communion Hymn 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence and with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly minded for with blessing in His hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth our full homage to demand. 
 

King of kings yet born of Mary as of old on earth He stood. 

Lord of lords, in human vesture in the body and the blood. 

He will give to all the faithful His own self for heavenly food. 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 

As the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 

That the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away. 
 

At his feet the six-winged seraphs, Cherubim with sleepless eye, 

Veil their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High! 
 

Reflection Hymns 

The Guardian Angel 

Blessed Cardinal Newman 

My oldest friend, mine from the hour when first I drew my breath; 

My faithful friend, that shall be mine unfailing till my death. 
 

Thou hast been ever at my side; my Maker to thy trust 

Consigned my soul, what time he framed the infant child of dust. 
 



Thou wast my sponsor at the font; and thou, each budding year, 

Didst whisper elements of truth into my childish ear. 
 

And thou wilt linger round my bed, when life is ebbing low, 

Of doubt, impatience and of gloom, the jealous sleepless foe. 
 

Mine when I stand before the Judge; and mine if spared to stay 

Within the golden furnace till my sin is burned away. 
 

And mine, O brother of my soul, when my release shall come; 

Thy gentle arms shall lift me then, thy wings shall waft me home. 
 

Beautiful Angel 

Guardian angel, from heaven so bright, 

watching beside me to lead me aright. 

Fold thy wings round me, O guard me with love, 

softly sing songs to me of heav’n above. 

Beautiful angel, my guardian so mild, tenderly guide me, for I am thy child. 
 

Angel so holy, whom God sent to me, 

sinful and lowly, my guardian to be. 

Wilt thou not cherish the child of thy care? 

Let me not perish, my trust is thy pray’r. 

Beautiful angel, my guardian so mild, tenderly guide me, for I am thy child. 
 

O may I never forget thou art near; 

But keep me ever in love and in fear. 

Waking and sleeping, in labour and rest, 

In thy sweet keeping my life shall be blest. 

Beautiful angel, my guardian so mild, tenderly guide me, for I am thy child. 



 

Angel, dear angel, O close by me stay; 

Safe from harm shield me, all ill keep away 

Then thou wilt lead me when this life is o’er 

To Jesus and Mary to praise evermore. 

Beautiful angel, my guardian so mild, tenderly guide me, for I am thy child. 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Priest: Nourished by these redeeming gifts, we pray, O 

Lord, that through this help to eternal salvation true 

faith may ever increase. Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

Act of Consecration to 

St Michael the Archangel 
 

O most noble prince of the angelic hierarchies, valorous warrior 

of Almighty God, and zealous lover of His glory, terror of the 

rebellious angels, and love and delight of all the just, my beloved 

Archangel Saint Michael, desiring to be numbered among your 

devoted servants, 

I today, offer and consecrate myself to you, and place myself, my 

family and all I possess under your most powerful protection. 

I entreat you not to look at how little I, as your servant have to 

offer, being only a wretched sinner, but to gaze rather with 

favourable eye at the heartfelt affection with which this offering is 

made, and remember that if from this day onward I am under your 

patronage, you must during all my life assist me, and procure for 



me the pardon of my many grievous offences and sins, the grace 

to love with all my heart my God, my dear Saviour Jesus, and my 

sweet mother Mary, and obtain for me all the help necessary to 

arrive to my crown of glory. Defend me always from my spiritual 

enemies, particularly in the last moments of my life. Come then O 

glorious prince and succour me in my last struggle, and with your 

powerful weapon cast far from me into the infernal abysses that 

prevaricator and proud angel that one day you prostrated in the 

celestial battle. Accompany me then to the throne of God to sing 

with you, Archangel Saint Michael and all the Angels, praise, 

honour and glory to the One who reigns for all eternity.  Amen. 

 

The Concluding Rites 

 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

 

Priest: May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the 

Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

 

Presentation: Fr Bogdan Świerczewski CSMA 

 

Presentation: Mrs Rebecca Besly SMSS Principal 

 

Dismissal 

Priest: Go forth, the Mass is ended. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 



Prayer to St Michael 

St Michael the Archangel, defend us in the hour of battle, be our 

safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil; may 

God rebuke him, we humbly pray and do you, O Prince of the 

Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all 

the evil spirits who prowl around the world seeking the ruin of 

souls. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn 

Michael’s Song – For Who is Like Unto God 

Louise Amoroso 

Before all time all was darkness God gave His word and there 

was light. 

His angels came forth shining like the Sun, displaying God’s 

glory and might. 

For who is like unto God! For who is like unto God Most High! 

His glory fills the heavens with light. For who is like unto God! 
 

One filled with pride vainly thought his throne should equal God 

Most High’s. 

Then angel Michael, as bright as Lucifer, came forth with his 

battle cry. 

For who is like unto God! For who is like unto God Most High! 

His glory fills the heavens with light. For who is like unto God! 
 

A great battle in the heavens was fought; the rebel spirits fell 

from grace. 



Victorious angels encircled God’s throne to worship him face to 

face. 

For who is like unto God! For who is like unto God Most High! 

His glory fills the heavens with light. For who is like unto God! 
 

So let us join choirs of heavenly hosts, face down in humble 

adoration. 

All praise and glory, honour and power to Yahweh our God, our 

salvation! 

For who is like unto God! For who is like unto God Most High! 

His glory fills the heavens with light. For who is like unto God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank God for the Michaelites! 

 

10 years ago, we farewelled Fr Mani and Fr Salas of the 

Missionaries of St Francis de Sales. Most of us were sad to see 

them go but also anxious about news regarding their 

replacement. And so the Congregation of St Michael the 

Archangel came to St Michael’s. A strong community with an 

experienced group of volunteers, St Michael’s readily welcomed 

Fr Janusz and the Michaelite Fathers. 

 

In his first year in Hurstville, Fr Janusz introduced the weekly 

Devotion to St Michael and the Holy Angels and the Novena 

leading up to the Archangels’ Feast Day celebrations. With his 

blessing, the late Fr Bill Heng CSsR re-established the weekly 

Perpetual Help Novena in 2014 and, in 2016, we began the 

monthly Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and to Our Lady 

of Fatima. Around 5 years ago, the monthly devotion to the Divine 

Mercy commenced and the Pilgrim Statue of St Michael started 

circulating in the parish upon request. Since the Michaelites came 

we have celebrated the Feast of Divine Mercy every year with the 

Novena leading up to it. We have continued with the tradition of 

Parish Christmas Lunch and put time and effort in organising the 

St Michael’s Feast Day celebrations. 

 

Fr Janusz and other Michaelites/priests in residence have been 

hospitable and accommodating. After morning Mass, the fathers 



would often invite parishioners to the presbytery for tea and 

coffee. Almost always, requests for the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation are granted and there is always time for a chat! No 

Michaelite gives a homily in less than 10 minutes, and some give 

more than one homily in any given Mass! 

 

A lot of changes have happened in the last 10 years, and some 

are not so desirable especially after the country’s devastating 

response to COVID. During the lockdown Bronia, our parish cat 

kept Fr Janusz company in the Church. Parishioners were told to 

stay away from the Church if they do not want any part in 

spreading the virus. Now that all restrictions have been lifted for 

nearly a year, we still see a lot of empty pews during Mass and 

the numbers attending devotions are also very low. A lot of us 

struggle with the notion of relevance of the Faith and the Church 

in our daily lives. But we thank God for Fr Janusz, Fr George, Fr 

Thomas and all the other Michaelites and visiting priests who have 

ministered to us over the last 10 years. They have been steady 

Shepherds in these unsettling times. 

 

May the St Michael Hurstville Community continue to be blessed 

by the Michaelite presence at the head of the table and may we 

hold each other’s hands united in the vision of heaven with our 

pastors. 

 

Ad maiorem Dei gloriam! 
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